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Evaluation of Dermatological Symptoms of Yusho Patients in the
Annual Examination in 2003-2004
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Abstract We evaluated the severity grades and the skin severity scores of the skin symptoms
who visited the annual examinations of Fukuoka prefecture in 2003 and 2004. The severity of
skin symptoms improved significantly in the first 20 years; nowadays, however, further
improvement can hardly be observed. More than 36 years have passed since the Yusho incident,
and about 60 % of the patients currently present no skin symptoms. In contrast, in about 40 %
of the patients, characteristic skin symptoms of Yusho, such as pigmentation of skin, black
comedones and acneform eruptions, could still be observed. Using Peason’s correlation coeffi-
cient test and Spearman’s correlation coefficient test, we analyzed correlation between “PCB
pattern” and the blood PCB concentration, the skin severity grade and the skin severity scores.
However, we could not find out any obvious correlation.
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e 1993 I3 (%) 1997 I8 (%) 2002 I8 (%) 2003 s (%) 2004 B3 (%)
0-1 51 (59.3) 54 (62.1) 56 (48.3) 55 (49.1) 59 (59.0)
2:3 21 (24.4) 21 (25.3) 20 (17.2) 40 (35.7) 19 (19.0)
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B A O—TCECE S BT T ORER
FiE P& F(0.95)
PCBIERE 12.49391 5.759 X 107
EEEEE 3.820657 0.0123737 2.69939449
EEEEEFAY 2.930818 0.037468
£6 2004 FE 2B 2MH PCB Y%y — > LItk PCB B, KM EERE, KE
HEER A L OB
PearsonD#HREE & 4K SpearmanM#E B EK
PCBRE 0.476%* 0.498%%
REEEE 0.232% 0.255%
BEEEEERAK 0.213x% 0.204%
*: p<0.05
*k: p<0.01
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