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Post-War Japanese Intellectual Debate and Criticism of the

“Progressive Intellectuals”

Hikaru Shiobara

This paper examines the Japanese post-war “Intellectual-debate” (chishikijin-ron) that had been made
by the Japanese intellectuals themselves in the early-post WW II years. The “Intellectual-debate” was
the catalyst for an exploration of post-war Japanese democratic thought. The “Intellectual-debate”
raised various kinds of discussions about post-war democracy and the Marxist theory of revolution,
for instance, the relationship between intellectuals and the common people, distance between the
knowledge [culture] and wisdom of living, the struggle between idealism of modernist intellectuals and
determinism of Marxist intellectuals.

In this paper, I mainly focus on Maruyama Masao[1914-1996] and Tsurumi Shunsuke's[1922-2015]
approaches to pursuing a genuine change for modern Japanese progressive intellectuals who could not
avoid the outbreak of the WW II. The reason why Japanese Intellectuals could not avoid the outbreak
of war was self-disengagement from the common-people, preventing them from cooperating in shaping
public opinion and therefore stepping-up their criticism of the government. Maruyama and Tsurumi
struggled to pursue the role of post-war intellectual as reflective practitioners due to the feelings of
responsibility of intellectuals for the war.

The most important questions to be answered in this article is what were Japanese post-war
intellectuals looking for in their search for “Intellectual-debate” that would provide value creation for the
post-war Japanese society, as well as the equally important consideration of how the war-responsibility
debate and the inhospitable climate towards progressive intellectuals fostered an awareness of the need

to have an “Intellectual-debate” in the discourse environments of Maruyama and Tsurumi.

o5



