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Our Faculty Members Actively Participated in the
XVIII ISA World Congress of Sociology

I Shuanglong Li I

(PhD candidate in sociology, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies )

In 2014, Japan, for the first time in its history, hosted the
XVIIT ISA World Congress of Sociology, which takes place
every four years, in Yokohama from July 13 to 19. The
theme of this congress was ‘Facing an Unequal World,
Challenges for Global Sociology”. This congress brought
together around 6,000 participants from all over the world
to discuss and share their most recent academic findings.
This short report presents the contributions made by the
members of Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

at Kyushu University.

The Role of Our Faculty Member: Prof. Misumi

Dr. Kazuo Misumi, Professor of Sociology at our faculty, acted
as a core member of the Local Organizing Committee. He
also chaired the session on Simulation Studies in Rational
Choice Theory. This session brought together scholars who
were interested in social institutions and embeddedness
problems so as to explore a unique model of embedded
institutions where social structures are congruent with

rationality.

Student Activities: Making Presentations, Organizing
Forums, and Doing Voluntary Work

As the organizer of the International Junior Sociologists
Forum, I participated in this one-day event on July 13th in
Yokohama, Japan. It was the first time for me to organize
an International Mini-Conference, I invited ten PhD
candidates from Germany, USA, Poland, The Netherlands,
Finland, and Australia to present their recent findings on

their PhD projects. Most of them were selected to take

part in the International Laboratory for Ph.D. Students in
Sociology in Taiwan, 2012 and in Sydney, 2013. Participants

were encouraged to make constructive and substantive
comments on their peers' work, both methodologically and
theoretically. I presented my new paper on “Pathway to
Material and Subjective Wellbeing: The Mediating Role of
Social Capital”. This research investigates whether and
how social capital mediates the relation between initial
achieved and ascribed qualities, and wellbeing (material
and subjective). Using cross-sectional data from 3,001
respondents from the Chinese General Social Survey 2008,
I contribute to this research lines in at least three ways: I
investigated the two correlated outcomes, subjective
well-being (the level of happiness) and material wellbeing
(income level), instead of only focusing on either SWB or
MWRB. Second, I used multiple measures of social networks
(network size and tie strength), and explored its mediating
role on the effect of background variables on individual
wellbeing. Results showed that social capital partially
mediated the relation between initial ascribed qualities and
achieved status. I believe it was very informative and well
organized as most of the presenters wrote thank-you
emails to me when our forum was closed and/or upon
their return to their home country. I very much appreciated
their encouragement and for coming to the gathering of
former ISA PhD Lab participants. We were honoured to have
several leading scholars participate as discussants, such as
Prof. Robert van Krieken, Vice-President of the ISA, also
Chair of Department of Sociology at University of Sydney;
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Catriona Elder, Prof. Professor of Sociology at University of
Sydney, who was also involved in the ISA Sydney lab in
2013, has been a Visiting Professor at the University of
Tokyo this year; Prof. Vineeta Sinha , Associate Professor
at the Department of Sociology, National University of
Singapore (NUS) and Head of Department at the South
Asian Studies Programme, NUS. I personally also want to
thank Prof. Yoshimichi Sato (Tohoku University), Prof.
Kazuo Misumi (Kyushu University), Prof. Koichi Hasegawa
(Tohoku University, President of the Local Organising
Committee) for their outstanding support and assistance in
making our forum such a resounding success. I would also
like to extend a special thanks to my colleague David
Macro from Utrecht University for his generous help and
for chairing the morning session and pre-conference

preparation.

On July 14, T gave a presentation on “Intergenerational
Class Mobility in a Colonial Society: A Case Study of
Colonial Taiwan, 1906-1945" at the session on Comparison
of Social Stratification and Mobility in East Asia hosted by
the Research Committee on Social Stratification and Mobility
(RC28) of the International Sociological Association (ISA).
This paper was co-authored with Ineke Maas (Utrecht
University), Marco van Leeuwen (Utrecht University),
Thung-hong Lin (Academia Sinica), and Xingchen C.C. Lin
(TamKang Univeristy). Previous empirical studies about
class structure and social mobility have centred on the
early-industrialized nations and a few ex-socialist countries.
However, little is known about colonial societies. Drawing
data from a newly constructed database, the Colonial
Taiwan Household Register Database, this study aims at
bridge this gap. We recoded occupational titles into the
well-known EGP class schema. Multinomial logistic regression
model was employed to estimate the odds ratios of class
mobility. First, the later the generation is, the more
proletarianized they are. Second, Taiwanese employers and
self-employment decreased dramatically. Third, the decline
of the labour force in agricultural sector halted after the
1920s. Fourth, it was difficult for the labour force employed
in the agricultural sector to flow to the industrial sector.
Our research contributes to the understanding of the

pattern of class mobility in colonial Taiwan and to research

on social mobility in a historical perspective. Many
participants highly praised our contribution to studies on
historical social mobility patterns in colonial societies.

In addition to session organizers and participants like
myself, some graduate students of our faculty served as
volunteers during this 9-day international conference, they
are Rui Li, Xiangshu Huang, and Tianqgi Zhang. Since most
of us are multilingual, we could accommodate the needs of
scholars from Japan, China, as well as English-speaking
countries. We helped many people out in the registration
desk, and received many compliments for our excellent

dedicated contributions from many conference participants.

Shuanglong Li with Michael Burawoy, the Former President of 1SA

Rui Li with Michael Burawoy, the Former President of ISA

Author's Biography

Shuanglong Li, a doctoral candidate in sociology at Kyushu
University. Between September 2013 and June 2014, He
studied as a visiting fellow at the Department of Sociology,
Utrecht University on two scholarships provided by
European Institute in Japan and China Scholarship Council,
for which he is eternally grateful. His research focuses on
historical sociology, social mobility, social networks, and
quantitative methods. He has collaborated with some
leading scholars in these areas. He started his career as a

student of social stratification and social networks.
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