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Design Aesthetics of the Late Industrial Era

Early Socialisms, Ruskin and Morris
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Design in the late industrial society tried to overcome
the negative effects of industrialization. The early
socialists, Robert Owen, Saint-Simon, and Charles
Fourier, confronted several problems caused by the
mechanization of human lives and manufacturing
processes.

Ruskin and Morris are regarded as successors of early
socialism because they too criticized mechanization.
However, there was a difference. It was important for
Ruskin and Mortris to rely on the hand, which could
mediate thought and material, human and nature, as
well as maker and consumer.

Morris’s concept of “designing” meant a “social”
process to search for the best alignment among people
and material in a certain context. Certainly, for Ruskin,
a designer was regarded as a Father providing direction
to his people. However, Morris escaped from Ruskin’s
Christian paternalism and replaced it with a horizontal
associative process of hands. In his socialism, every
person needs to become an element called a craftsman
or a designer.

In the succession from the early socialisms to Ruskin
or Morris, the question of democracy in the design of
industrial society was raised for the first time in design
history. The question regarding the democratic potential
of design persists, especially in connection to the
pragmatism of the 20th century.
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LEGENDE.

A. Grande place de parade
»u centre du Phalanstéve.
B. Jardin d’biver, planté d'ar-
bres verts, emvironné de
serres chaudes , ote.

€. D. Cours intérieures de
service, avec arbres, jets
d'ean, bassins, etc.

E. Grande entrée, grand esca-
liee, tour d'ordre, etc.

F. Theitre. G. Eglise.

H. I, Grands ateliers, maga-
sins, greniers, hangars, etc.
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LEGENDE.

J. Frables, écuries et biti-
ments Turaux.

K. Basse-cour.

Nora. Les biliments ruraux
suront généralement un dé-
veloppement plus considé-
vable que eelui de la figare.
— La grande route passe
entre le palais d'habitation
et les bitiments d'exploita-
tion. — La rue-galerie est
figurée Je long des faces in-
térieures du Phalanstére.

PLAN D'UN PHALANSTERE

raex 423, Ou Palais habité par une Phalange industrielle.
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