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(6) Mysxumuna : 3moposo. 3akyputs ecth? O, crmacubo,
my:kHK. Ara. Ha. Hlena, cyka, nqomoit He myckaer.
Caymaii, Te1 10?

Maxcuwm : Hepoxu.

Myskunna :© Cnacubo, 6paTras. BemuTs xouems?

Maxcuwm : He.

My:xunna : [IpaBuibHO, BCe 3710 OT 9TOM BOJKH.
(B b, 721E2H5?BsdH )AL ) man.
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Analysis of personal address as a speech act

Tomo HIGASHIDE

This paper focuses on personal address as a speech act, by using Japanese and Russian vocatives as
an illustration. First of all, addressing someone, in particular an unknown person, is a speech act of an
interactive negotiation between speaker and hearer; the speaker needs to choose an appropriate word
and use it in an appropriate situation. This means that addressing is the speaker’s subjective action.
At the same time, the hearer always judges the appropriateness of the word chosen by the speaker.
Secondly, every vocative has two coexisting functions: identification and evaluation. A speaker in an
instant chooses one form for the vocative, assessing the balance between the two functions. Japanese
second-person pronouns have relatively strong evaluative properties, that is why they are mostly
avoided. On the other hand, it is easier to choose second-person references which invoke temporary
characteristics of the hearer or are generally socially approved, because they include less personal
evaluation toward the hearer. Finally, we discussed this preference regarding address, drawing from the
analysis of Suzuki (1973), who says Japanese address forms always include the element of confirmation
about fixed personal and social roles. Speaker’s feelings or attitudes, very ephemeral and fluid, are difficult
to express by Japanese address forms. In comparison to Japanese, Russian vocatives more frequently
convey speaker’s feeling, for example in a stand-alone vocative sentence. They can act as a substitute of
another speech act (e.g. censure, scolding), showing explicitly the feeling or attitude toward the hearer,

in contrast to Japanese address forms.



