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WD TR ki, 24 FehoT, BlZREEL, IVZ7E2K), HFZLOMERS
@f:‘(SzJO

T =2 N ATOEED, FREFOT7FRI—L LTEONRTVWD, TOFEMH, TXrH~oL
DIFORLELRY, ZLTEZOL,ITTLED (T TIEAR) ICHY Y THRAMAFHE, FRHo
fLfeshTns,
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NESNZHBEREIZE > TEBORVLDTH o720 I 00b 5T, REPT—INTZADRXS
77— LTilibh, ZhEX 2857013 IN-0TH S,

- 5] —



ek R+

bV

KiwiE, 18K A FVATHO 7 4 >y a ¥ EABEICKEEZ M Z 727 — 7 N ZD S,
ZORTEIEA, SO H%EZ BT SNAHEER SOICBXKBRERFHLZEDPS, &
WEDON %, FICFELHICHHz3E L, EREFO—FRE LI LOBEKREMHI72HDTH
%

S8, e V) FIEE AL IHICOTFEEE T LAWK, TiF b ol Lo Liihes:
EV) EZHDRITTERH L, ZoRERRE, AROAHZEMMICE > TERT 2 L v ) Dldwv

bIXF—HHE VR EE59,

FE, T—o T AORNE, EBEEIIE ST, BAROE, Ay, AEEOL0OHMFEOD
12, ZLCHOB EEHOBIMIE Y, ERPLEL, PR b72012, RbEELT 77
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Life and Order of Children of the Poor in 18" century England
Work, Education, and Family in the Workhouse Movement

Toshiko NONOMURA

This paper aims to clear the meaning work or labor to the education of the poor children in 18®
century England. There is a master-narrative, that is, progressive history from miserable and exploitative
child labor to children’s right to receive an education. But, as Hugh Cunningham says, children didn’t work
as much as the history most of us believed.

As well-known, many workhouses were established by parishes after Knatchbull’s Act in 1722. They
were, as other philanthropies, thought the important for the ordered civil society. Lying-in Hospital,
Dispensary, Orphanage, and other philanthropies which concerned life of the poor, were prosperous. Upper
and middling sorts subscribe for them because of their honor and respectability. Politicians, political arith-
meticians, clerics, merchants, philanthropists, and so on, discussed and expressed the significance of the
maintenance of the poor in various way.

In workhouses, the poor were expected to work, live orderly, and live by themselves. Especially chil-
dren were required to learn to read, catechism, and how to work. ‘Mr. Marriot’s Economy’, the method of
managing workhouse, was accepted by many parishes. Work is the effective way and method of mainte-
nance of the poor in the method of Mr. Marriot’s. Order is the most necessary and indispensable for the
civil society and the wealth of nation. Children of the Poor are expected to both work and learn to read.
They were also requested to go to charity school for diligence.

‘Family’ as metaphor was used for the life of workhouse. As ‘regular families’, members lived in work-
house must live in good order and good hour. They had to be not treated too strictly, and governed like
regular families. In a workhouse in Northamptonshire, elder girls have to work like ‘housewives’. This is
very strange for us, because ‘housewife’, the image of the modern family, they say, were not accepted by
the poor. In other words, the poor could not live as regular and ordered family, a housewife lived in work-
house. Well-ordered family image, maintaining the members by themselves, was introduced to the poor by
these relief and philanthropies.

Idleness was the most evil ought to be denied. Workhouse was the one of the place and instrument

the poor were taught and trained to be order, not to be laziness for the police of the nation.



