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Yamato Noh and Matsuyama Noh:
Two local Noh sects in Shonai Region, Yamagata Prifectuer

Ikko SAKAMOTO

This is a preliminary report of the present state of the successions of the two-styles of folk Noh in
Shonai District of Yamagata Prefecture and, more specifically, to report the regional diversity of the folk
Nohs that have been preserved in Shonai District as well as the efforts made and the social system for the
succession. The report was researched through investigative interviews with those involved in the prac-
tice and social system of succession, and also through the observation of Noh performances. Neither
Yamato Noh as farmers’ Noh of Yamairagawa District of Tsuruoka City nor Yamato Noh as townspeople’s
Noh of Matsuyama District of Sakata City belong to any central Noh school. They are folk Nohs, so to
speak, that are performed by local residents, not by professional Noh players. The difference in the succes-
sors of these folk Nohs (farmers and townspeople) has a profound effect on the difference in the present
features of these Nohs. Yamato Noh has been dedicated to Kawauchi Shrine by the farmers in Yamairagawa
District. Therefore, the characteristics of folk performing arts or sacred Noh dance have been clearly main-
tained, which are connected to contemporary farming life. Meanwhile, Matsuyama Noh had been the cer-
emonial performing art of samurai from the Edo period to the Meiji period and was handed down to
townspeople. Since then it has been passed down as their art for hobby. At present, Matsuyama Noh pres-
ents its uniqueness by featuring in its performance Japanese traditional natural beauty and elegant style as
its central theme. Both folk Nohs are referred to by outside parties in terms of their relationship with and
the influence from the main schools of Noh and the famous Kurokawa Noh, in the history of their succes-
sion. Meanwhile, those who are involved in these Nohs, rejecting the image of their Nohs as side stream
or epigones of famous Noh schools, are making various efforts and ingenious attempts to keep the features

of folk Nohs unique to their regions.
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