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Road construction and revegetation in the alpine area of South-East Asia

Teruo ARASE*, Pham Van CUONG**, Nguyen The HuNG**, Takuya ARAKI***,
Toshihiro MOCHIZUKI*** and Naoto INOUE****
*Education and Research Center of Alpine Field Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

**Faculty of Agronomy, Hanoi Agricultural University

***Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu University

****Department of Food Production Science, Shinshu University

Summary

To identify the current state of road construction and revegetation in the alpine area of Southeast
Asia, we surveyed the construction methods and introduction of plants in the northern part of Vietnam
in 2004 and 2005. In this area, the predominant method of building roadside was near-vertical excavation.
Any revegetation cases using grasses or cover plants, as are common in Japan, could not be seen.
However, we found revegetation of plant resources such as cassava, papaya, or Chinese cedar. Along the
roadside, grazing of livestock, crop processing and street traders were everyday affairs in this area. Thus,
the vegetation around road should be seen as a green belt for agricultural productivity. In the near future,
with economic development, we can expect growing demand for revegetation in Southeast-Asian coun-
tries. The source of revenue which this revegetation offers the minorities could help the protection of

natural environment and minority cultures.

Key word : South-East Asia, alpine area, road construction, plant resources, minority
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