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A Comparative Survey on Indonesian and Filipino Nurse Candidates
Coming to Japan Under the Economic Partnership Agreements:
An Analysis of the Results of Questionnaire Surveys on Socio-economic
Attribution of the Respondents and Their Motivations to Go to Japan
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Abstract
This research aims to clarify the differences in socio-economic characteristics and motivation to go to Japan
between Indonesian and Filipino nurse candidates, who were about to leave for Japan under the Economic
Partnership Agreements signed between Japan and Indonesia/the Philippines. A four-page questionnaire was
developed after careful examination of the qualitative data obtained by the authors’ previous interviews with
people concerned. The research covers 144 Indonesian nurse candidates and 100 Filipino nurse candidates.
The results indicate that Filipino nurse candidates are older (p<0.001), more likely to get married
(p<0.001) and have child/children (p<0.001) compared to Indonesian nurse candidates. The former tend to
have experiences to work abroad as nurse before they applied for this EPA program (p<0.001), and their mo-
tivations to work in Japan are more varied than the latter.
The results also indicate that although Japan-Indonesia Economic Partnership Agreement and Japan-
Philippine Economic Partnership Agreement were designed in the same way, the characteristics and motiva-
tions of foreign nurse candidates have varied according to the sending countries.

Key words : EPA (Economic Partnership Agreement), Nurse, Indonesia, Philippines
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