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A Nationwide Survey on Acceptance of Foreign Nurses in Japan’s Hospitals (3):
Examinations of Regional Differences
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Abstract

In previous reports published in Vol. 3 of Bulletin of Kyushu University Asia Center (2009), we reported
an outline of a survey of attitudes regarding the acceptance of foreign nurses that was conducted at medium-
and large-scale hospitals throughout Japan from January to February 2008, and an analysis of the hospitals and
the respondents based on attributes. This is a follow-up to that report, and we have studied the regional dif-
ferences in the survey results regarding the acceptance of foreign nurses.

We divided the entire country of Japan into 9 regional blocks to conduct our analysis. Regions with a high
proportion of responses stating “We want to employ foreign nurses” included Kanto (excluding Tokyo),
Chugoku, and Kansai, whereas regions with a high proportion of responses stating “We do not want to em-
ploy foreign nurses” included Shikoku and Tohoku. Regarding reasons for wanting to employ foreign nurses,
the most common response provided by hospitals in Hokkaido, Kanto, Tokyo, Chubu, Kansai, and Chugoku
was “In order to resolve the shortage of nurses as best as possible”, while the most common responses pro-
vided by hospitals in Tohoku, Shikoku, and Kyushu was “In order to cooperate as part of international
exchange”. It became clear that attitudes regarding the acceptance of foreign nurses and reasons for wanting
to or not wanting to accept foreign nurses differed between regions, and it was believed that these differences
reflected the various circumstances of each region, such as the status of shortages of nurses.

Key words : Acceptance of foreign nurses, First attitude survey of hospitals throughout Japan, Shortage of
Japanese nurses, Regional differences
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