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The Special Usages of Japanese Second Person Pronouns
in Conversation

Tomo HIGASHIDE and Yoshiko MATSUMURA

This paper focuses on the two usages of Japanese second person pronouns, for example “anta”,
“omae”, “kimi”, that occur in natural conversation. Firstly, the usage where a second person pronoun
follows an address term occurs when there are some differences between reality and the presumption that
the speaker has, and when the speaker experiences mostly negative emotions. Secondly, a single second
person pronoun used as an isolated unit does not directly point to the real hearer in conversation, but
instead sets the situation for use of that pronoun, shows positive attitude toward the hearer and makes him
involved in the situation. These pronouns create negative and positive effects in conversation, because
they dynamically change their connotation depending on the context.
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