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1 IR --Is: it your:view that the police should

2 now be armed?

3 IE: .hhh But definitely.

4 — hhh Ahm we: wuh- () we have no rights
5 as a society .hh to expect to young men (.)
6 ‘hh to enter situations where () the there is
7 a fair: percentage, (.) of armed (.) people
8 against them.

9 —It's- it' s wrong: that they should-we should
10 ask them .hhh to risk their lives, and to risk
11 being shot,

12 — hhh and the chances of th- of them meeting
13 an armed: uh:m assailant is so much in-
14 increase: .hh () that police should definitely
15 be ar[med.

16 IR [And you don't worry that arming the

17 police might actually---
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“One method of marking completion that has been
documented is the repetition of specific lexical items
from the original question” (Clayman, 2014: 633) .
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“Co -participant completion is also called ‘anticipatory

completion’ in Lerner 1987, 1991, 19964a, 1996h.

Co-participant completion is a practice whereby a

participant produces an utterance that is grammat-

ically fitted to the ongoing trajectory of another
participant’ s utterance-in-progress and which brings
that other participant’ s utterance to completion”

(Hayashi, 2003: 25) .
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10 “The two participants have basically equal access
to the event toward which a shared stance is nego-
tiated through co-participant completion” (Hayashi,
2003: 36) .

"' “The first speaker engages in the activity of telling

about his/her personal (past) experience, which in

principle is only available to the person who experi-
ences (or experienced) it. What the second speaker

negotiates in this environment, then, is a display of a

‘vicarious' understanding of someone else’s specific

experience which is essentially unavailable to him/

her " (Hayashi, 2003: 36-37) .

2 “E.g. general facts” (Hayashi, 2003: 44) .

“This type of co-participant completion occurs in

multi-party (i.e. more-than-two-party) conversation.

And it is used to form a local alignment of two (or

more) participants as an ‘interactional team’ vis-a-

vis a third party:-- the second speaker uses co-par-
ticipant completion to accomplish participation in
the first speaker’s explaining as a ‘co-explainer’,
addressing the completing utterance to a third-party

explainee” (Hayashi, 2003: 47) .

“The first speaker talks about some event to which

the addressed recipient has more access and entitle-

ment (‘B-event’)” (Hayashi, 2003: 56) .
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An Analysis of Interviewers’ Utterances initiated during
Interviewees’ Responses:
Based on Data in TV Interviews

L1 CHEN

Our initial research highlighted that during TV interviews there are certain reactions from
interviewers (IRs) towards interviewees (IEs)’ responses that differ from those in news interviews.
For instance, in news interviews IRs refrain from using any “receipt tokens” (e.g. “mhm”) or supportive
actions, such as producing “continuers” (e.g. “hai”, “un”, “ee”, etc.) or nodding. Conversely, in TV
interviews, during IEs’ responses, IRs not only produce “continuers”, which have no substantive
contents, but also initiate short and quick utterances, which do have substantive contents. By using a
conversation analytic method, this paper examines the reasons why IRs initiate these utterances during
IEs’ responses, how IRs’ utterances function both in relation to the production of responses by IEs, as
well as in the process of interviews, and how the distinctive institutional characteristics of TV
interviews influence the interaction between IRs and IEs. We observe that IRs utterances are indeed
used to facilitate both the production of IEs’ responses and the process of interviews, but that
occasionally these utterances also hinder the process. In addition, IRs behave as active listeners who
are highly involved in interviews and have a significant role in constructing TV interviews as a form of

institutional discourse.



