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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine how human economic behaviors change when cash economy
rapidly penetrates into subsistence economy, by describing a process of adaptation to cash economy
among the Majangir, who inhabit in Southwestern forest of Ethiopia and have experienced rapid economic
change in recent years. The Majangir, who had been traditionally engaged in subsistence shifting
cultivation, hunting and collecting of various forest products including honey and wild coffee, has come
under the control of the Ethiopian central government and become to live in sedentary villages since the
end of 1970s. Periodic markets, which were set up in sedentary villages of the Majangir in the end of the
last century, accelerated penetration of cash economy into the Majang village lives and some of them
began to keep livestock such as cattle and sheep. A number of younger adult females became to buy
earthenware in markets instead of making for themselves, while some females became to make more
earthenware for selling in markets. The extent of adaptation to cash economy seems to differ in
generations. [t may be because the acceptance of Christianity enabled younger generation to adopt cash

economy smoothly.

Key words: cash economy, subsistence economy, livestock, earthenware, sedentarization, Ethiopia
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