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SABREBIIBRBS L AF vy 7THEE

Interpersonal intimacy and allowance level of physical touch:
Based on a survey of university students in Korea

CHO Mikyung

The goal of this paper is to improve cross-cultural understanding about Korean culture by analyzing
a survey of university students in Korea. Two hypotheses were derived from previous studies about the
relation between intimacy and interpersonal distances. One is that a feeling of closeness affects the
allowance level of physical touch (or “skinship”). The other is that the allowance level of physical touch
(or “skinship”) between females is higher than that between males. These two hypotheses were statisti-
cally supported based on the survey data. In addition, the results suggest that on the whole Korean
students tend to allow high level of physical touch (or “skinship”) in communicating with others, and
especially female students have a stronger tendency to allow the physical touch (or “skinship”) between
females. The implications derived from the survey will help non-Korean people to understand Korean

culture and to communicate with Koreans effectively.
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