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Walking back through the woods Nick began to be frightened.
He was always a little frightened of the woods at night. He opened
the flap of the tent and undressed and lay very quietly between the
blankets in the dark. The fire was burned down to a bed of coals
outside. Nick lay still and tried to go to sleep. There was no noise
anywhere. Nick felt if he could only hear a fox bark or an owl
or anything he would be all right. He was not afraid of anything
definite as yet. But he was getting very afraid. Then suddenly he
was afraid of dying. Just a few weeks before at home, in church,
they had sung a hymn, “Some day the silver cord will break.”
While they were singing the hymn Nick had realized that some day
he must die. It made him feel quite sick. It was the first time he
had ever realized that he himself would have to die sometime. (NAS
13-14)
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“Henry,” his wife called. Then paused a moment. “Henry!”

“Yes,” the doctor said.

“You didn’t say anything to Boulton to anger him, did you?

“No,” said the doctor.

“What was the trouble about, dear?”

“Nothing much.”

“Tell me, Henry. Please don’t try and keep anything from me.
What was the trouble about?”

“Well, Dick owes me a lot of money for pulling his squaw through
pneumonia and I guess he wanted a row so he wouldn’t have to
take it out in work.”

His wife was silent. The doctor wiped his gun carefully with
a rag. He pushed the shells back in against the spring of the
magazine. He sat with the gun on his knees. He was very fond of
it. Then he heard his wife’s voice from the darkened room.

“Dear, I don’t think, I really don’t think that any one would really
do a thing like that.”

“No?” the doctor said.

“No. I can’t really believe that any one would do a thing of that
sort intentionally.” (INAS 25-26)
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Nick loved his father but hated the smell of him and once when
he had to wear a suit of his father’s underwear that had gotten too
small for his father it made him feel sick and he took it off and put
it under two stones in the creek and said that he had lost it. He
had told his father how it was when his father had made him put
it on but his father had said it was freshly washed. It had been,
too. When Nick had asked him to smell of it his father sniffed at it
indignantly and said that it was clean and fresh. When Nick came
home from fishing without it and said he lost it he was whipped for
lying.

Afterward he had sat inside the woodshed with the door open, his

shotgun loaded and cocked, looking across at his father sitting on
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the screen porch reading the paper, and thought, “I can blow him to
hell. I can kill him.” Finally he felt his anger go out of him and he
felt a little sick about it being the gun that his father had given him.
(INAS 265)
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Some day the silver cord will break
And I no more as now shall sing;

But Oh, the joy when I shall wake
Within the palace of the King!

And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story—Saved by grace.

Some day my earthly house will fall;
I cannot tell how soon ’'twill be;
But this I know—my All in All

Has now a place in heav’n for me.

Some day, when fades the golden sun
Beneath the rosy tinted west,
My blessed Lord will say, “Well done!”

And I will enter into rest.

Some day; till then I'll watch and walit,

My lamp all trimmed and burning [bright],
That when my bright Savior ope’s the gate,

My soul to Him may take its flight. (Bowlin 63)
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That night he sat out in the hall under the night light trying to
read Robinson Crusoe to keep his mind off the fact that some day the
silver cord must break. The nurse found him there and threatened
to tell his father on him if he did not go to bed. He went in to bed
and as soon as the nurse was in her room came out again and read
under the hall light until morning. (NAS 14)
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Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken,
or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the
cistern.

Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit
shall return unto God who gave it.

Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity” (Ecclesiastes
12: 1-8)
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They were seated in the boat, Nick in the stern, his father rowing.
The sun was coming up over the hills. A bass jumped, making a
circle in the water. Nick trailed his hand in the water. It felt warm
in the sharp chill of the morning.

In the early morning on the lake sitting in the stern of the boat
with his father rowing, he felt quite sure that he would never die.
(NAS 21)

KEMADDDHLHH, MOKICFEZRT =y ZIZHRLORD I —KiEz
KU TS, HOMICHHENZEZLADH, Zy 7I3HROY A VIV EFEL T
WHDTHD, ZITZwrD [HBLUTHEERRN] EWIHEREILZ ZvZ7@A
D—EZVDDEMDILEEZE > TNDEDOTIERL, bt RKERHANSHR
DIEROHFICHOAENDEMDIEET O TNIDTHD, TDXD/FEM
3 MoE0E] OHFIEC 250 THS, UFOFIHIE. BIcAI > F T
AN THREEZR2] 0TS ST o7z [BEDE] O—HiTho,

Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher, vanity of vanities; all is
vanity.

What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under
the sun?

One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh:
but the earth abideth for ever.

The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his

place where he arose. (Ecclesiastes 1: 4-5)
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