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Seasonal and interannual variability of M, tide around Japan

Makoto HARUYAMA, Akira MASUDA, Yutaka YOSHIKAWA and Akira OKUNO
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Seasonal and interannual variability of My tide is investigated by the harmonic analysis of the sea
level observed at 63 tide stations along the coast of Japan for about 40 years. The amplitude of M2
tide turned out to have a distinct seasonal modulation that differs from one area to another. The
approximate magnitude of the seasonal modulation relative to the long-term average of the amplitude
of M tide is (a) 4% along the coast of the Tsushima Strait, (b) 10% along the coast facing the Japan
Sea, (c) 2-3% along the northeast coast of Honshu facing the Pacific, (d) 2% in Ariake Bay, and (e)
6% in Osaka Bay. This means that, in a crudest sense, the seasonal variation of the amplitude of
M, tide is proportional to its long-term average. The amplitude attains its maximum in (a) March
along the coast of the Tsushima Strait, (b) February along the coast facing the Japan Sea, (c) August
along the northeast coast of Honshu facing the Pacific, (d) June in Ariake Bay, and (e) December in
Osaka Bay. Seasonal variability of M, tide is not clear around the Ryukyu Islands and along the coast
from southeast of Honshu to south Kyusyu facing the Pacific. As regards interannual variability, the
amplitude of Ms tide mostly showed a long-term decrease at a rate of 0.5% a year or less in the past 20
years. This trend of decrease has been reported in recent articles on the tide of Ariake Bay, Tokyo Bay,
and so on. Moreover that trend was often overlaid by a conspicuous though slight modulation of 4%
or less with periods of 10 to 20 years. Similar decadal oscillations are observed for the mean sea level
as well, which has been inferred to be associated with a decadal change of climate on a global scale.
The decadal modulation of the amplitude of My tide was found in antiphase with that of the mean sea
level at more than 70% of the tide stations analyzed here. As a whole, various characteristics of the
amplitude of M» tide, either mean or variability, have one extreme along the coast facing the Japan Sea
and the other along the coast facing the Pacific.

Key words : M; tide around Japan, seasonal variability, interannual variability, decadal variability
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Fig. 1 Map of the tide stations the sea level at which was
investigated in this study (see Table 1 for more
details). Each station is assigned a number in the
order circulating Japan clockwise beginning from
Ariake Bay.

Table 1 The tide stasions anlyzed in this study. The
numbers assigned to each station are the same
as those in Fig. 1. Indicates (a)-(k) refer to
the areal group the station belongs to, where
the areal classification is given in the legend of
Fig. 4. The last column indicates the period of

the record.

No. Area Location Period

1 (a) Kuchinotsu 1968-2002
2 (a) Misumi 1961-2002
3 (a) Oura 1968-2002
4 (b) Nagasaki 1968-2002
5 (b) Sasebo 1950-2003
6 (v) Fukue 19672002
7 (b) Tzuhara 1947-2003
8 (b) Hakata 1966-2003
9 (b) Moji 1958-2003
10 (c) Saigou 1961-2002
11 (c) Sakai 19692002
12 (c) Tajiri 1967-2003
13 (c) Maizuru 1947-2003
14 (c) Mikuni 1968-2003
15 (c) Wajima 1933-2003
16 (c) Toyama 1972-2002
17 (c) Kashiwazaki 1956-2003
18 (c) Ogi 1974-2003
19 (c) Awashima 1965-2003
20 (c) Nezugaseki 1956-2003
21 (c) Oga 1971-2003
22 (c) Fukaura 1972-2002
23 (c) Oshoro 1933-2003
24 () Wakkanai 1967-2002
25 (a) Monbetsu 1955-2003
26 (e) Hanasaki 1967-2002
27 (e) Urakawa 1965-2003
28 (e) Muroran 1967-2003
29 (f) Hakodate 1969-2002
30 () Ominato 1952-2003
31 (e) Hachinohe 1969-2002
32 (e) Miyako 1967-2002
33 (e) Kamaishi 1953-2003
34 (e) Ayukawa 1968-2002
35 (e) Onahama 1967-2002
36 (e) Choshi-Gyoko 1981-2002
37 (8)  Mera 1968-2002
38 (g) Aburatsubo 1936-2003
39 (g) Uchiura 1961-2002
40 (8) Omaezaki 1961-2002
41 (8) Maisaka 1967-2002
42 (2) Nagoya 1961-2002
43 (g) Owase 1967-2002
44 () Uragami 1974-2002
45 (g) Kushimoto 1961-2002
46 (g) Shirahama 1968-2002
a7 (b) Osaka 1961-2002
48 (b) Sumoto 1965-2002
49 6) Takamatsu 1969-2002
50 @) Hiroshima 1952-2003
51 @) Tokuyama 1950-2003
52 @) Uwajima 1967-2002
53 (g) Murotomisaki 1969-2002
54 (g) Tosashimizu 1961-2002
55 () Hosojima 1933-2003
56 (8) Kagoshima 1969-2002
57 (g) Odomari 1965-2003
58 (e) Nishinoomote 1965-2003
59 )] Naze 1957-2003
60 @) Naha 1966-2002
61 G) Ishigaki 1969-2002
62 (k) Hachijyojima 1951-2003
63 (k) Chichijima 1975-2002
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Table 2 The component tides to be analyzed from hourly
records for one year. Monthly harmonic analysis
was made for the 23 tides denoted by a circle.

Symbol  Freq. (cph) | Symbol Freq. (cph)
Sa 0.000114 O M, 0.080511
Ssa 0.000228 MKS, 0.080740
M. 0.001512 A2 0.081821
MS; 0.002822 Lo 0.082024
My 0.003050 Ty 0.083219
2Q 0.035706 O 8§ 0.083333
a1 0.0353809 R, 0.083447
Q1 0.037218 K. 0.083561
P 0.037421 MSN, 0.084845
O 0 0.038731 KJ, 0.085074
MP; 0.038959 O 2SM: 0.086155
M; 0.040256 O MOg 0.119242
X1 0.040471 O M 0.120767
w1 0.041438 SOs 0.122064
P, 0.041553 O MK; 0.122292
S1 0.041667 O SKs 0.125114
O K 0.041781 O MN, 0.159511
h 0.041895 O M 0.161023
$1 0.042009 SNy 0.162333
8, 0.043091 O MS, 0.163845
O I 0.043293 MK, 0.164073
SO, 0.044603 O 8, 0.166667
O 00, 0.044831 SK, 0.166895
O 0Qq 0.075949 O 2MNg 0.240022
MNS, 0.076177 O M 0.241534
O 2N, 0.077487 MSNg 0.242844
U2 0.077689 O 2MSs 0.244356
O N, 0.078999 2MKs 0.244584
v 0.079202 O 2SMs 0.247178
OP; 0.080283 MSKs 0.247406
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Fig. 2 Time series of the seasonal variability of the am-
plitude of My tide at Saigo (station number 10):
OBS (solid line) and EST (dashed line).
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Fig. 3 Time series of RES (= OBS — EST) for M2 tide
normalized by the long-term average of the ampli-
tude of M2 tide at Saigo (solid line). The dashed
curve indicates a sinusoidal function with a period
of 1 year that was determined as the best-fit to
RES, where the correlation between them is 0.77.

93. LML, 17 AEIOBILT—5 & HV 2585 OFR
T

OBS = (A+ Aum)+ A +¢ 1)
LRoTLEDS. ZIZTA Bbo2E (BT 5 OP,
#, MKS; #I0%RE) OEDIZECRHETH Y,  id3Th
PN oL DRERERT.

HOZREGEE A,, BFZAZEDIZROLIIZLT
A ERETD. 1 EHOBT—F M SRR 60 4
BORMERERDS. 20 60 ENSERUEBNT
1 FEORRINZES., TORRLUERRFIZ 1> HZEI
M, O 14 AMOBNT —4 2 X8 23 58 CHEM
T 5. 25 L TEL M, #OEE® EST(Estimated
harmonic constant OF) &9 % (Fig. 2 D&, EST O
FERFIDH).

ZTH5LTROEEST 13, 1ERMZELTELARN
(E¥) A BLU M, DAHOXBOFE A’ hSR5.

EST=4+ 4 0)
£oT
RES = OBS —EST = A,m + € (3)

ETNIEBELIBC L ENTOSRHEE A MMAT



-368— BABREIZB 5 M #lRIBOSZHE B L ORELE)
T o ellel ® Nole o]
fo b ed G0l e e

075 f - i oo pe o .

.............................

050 e ---- 4 , ........... -\

025 |-

.l
41 52 5861

0.00

Fig. 4 Correlation coefficient between RES of M3 tide and
the sinusoidal function that is determined so as to
fit it to RES by the least-square method, where
the abscissa denotes the number of the 63 tide sta-
tions labeled in Fig. 1. The correlation measures
how the seasonal modulation of the amplitude of
M, tide (RES) is represented by a single sinusoidal
function with a period of 1 year. As shown the Ta-
ble 1, the indices (a)-(k) in the figure classify the

tide stations into areal groups: (a) Ariake Bay, (b)-

the Tsushima Strait, (c) the Japan Sea, (d) the
Okhotsk Sea, (e) northeast Honshu facing the Pa-
cific, (f) the Tsugaru Strait, (g) southeast of Hon-
shu to south Kyusyu (h) Osaka Bay, (i) the western
part of the Seto Inland Sea and the Bungo Chan-
nel, (j) the Ryukyu Islands, (k) Hachijyo Island
and Chichi Island.
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Fig. 5 Two magnitudes with respect to Mz tide against
the station number: the double amplitude of the
seasonal variation of RES with a period of 1 year
(solid line) and the long-term average of the ampli-
tude of M tide (dashed line). The unit and range
are shown on the left vertical axis for the former
and on the right one for the latter.
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Fig. 6 Seasonal variability of M3 tide against the station
number: the double amplitude of the seasonal vari-
ation of RES with a period of 1 year normalized by
the long-term average of the amplitude of Mz tide
(solid line) and the month when RES becomes the
largest in a year (dashed line). The unit and range
are shown on the left vertical axis for the former
and on the right one for the latter.
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Fig. 7 Time series of the annual-mean amplitude of M3 tide (solid line) and annual-mean sea level (dashed line) in the
period of 1965-2001. At the top of each panel are the number and name of the tide station along with the regression
formula, which is indicated by a solid straight line in the panel.
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Fig. 8 Long-term trend of the amplitude of M2 tide dur-
ing the period 1982-2001 normalized by its long-
term average. The abscissa denotes the station
numbers in Fig. 1.
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Fig. 9 Correlation coefficient between the interannual
change of the amplitude of M2 tide and the yearly
mean sea level against the number of the tide sta-
tions.
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