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HAR. Here, come, here, all of you; I must give you orders for by
and by, and arrange what each one will have to do. Come nearer,
Dame Claude; let us begin with you.(Looking at her broom.)
Good; you are ready armed, I see. To you I commit the care of
cleaning up everywhere; but, above all, be very careful not to rub
the furniture too hard, for fear of wearing it out. Besides this, I put
the bottles under your care during supper, and if any one of them is
missing, or if anything gets broken, you will be responsible for it,
and pay it out of your wages.

JAC.(aside.) A shrewd punishment that.
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MAR. Alas! can you ask me? Can you not understand the alarms
of a person about to see the instrument of torture to which she is to
be tied.

FRO. 1 see very well that to die agreeably, Harpagon is not the
torture you would embrace; and I can judge by your looks that the
fair young man you spoke of to me is still in your thoughts.

MAR. Yes, Frosine; it is a thing 1 do not wish to deny. The
respectful visits he has paid at our house have left, I confess , a
great impression on my heart.

FRO. But do you know who he is ?

MAR. No, I do not. All I know is that he is made to be loved; that
if things were left to my choice, I would much rather marry him
than any other, and that he adds not a little to the horrible dread

that I have of the husband they want to force upon me.
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ELI. Have you engaged yourself, brother, to her you love?
CLE. No, but I have determined to do so; and I beseech you once

more not to bring forward any reason to dissuade me from it.
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HAR. (imitating Elise). And I, my little girl, my darling, 1 wish

you to marry, if you please.



ERI. (curtseying again) . 1 beg your pardon, my father.

HAR. (again imitating ERISE) . I beg your pardon, my daughter.
ERI. I am the very humble servant of Mr. Anselme, but
(curtseying again) , with your leave, I shall not marry him.

HAR. I am your very humble servant, but (again imitating
ERISE) you will marry him this very evening.

ERI. This evening?

HAR. This evening.

ERI. (curiseying again). I cannot be done, father.

HAR. (imitating Elise) . It will be done, daughter.

ERI. No.

HAR. Yes.

ERI. No, I tell you.

HAR. Yes, Itell you.

ERI. You will never force me to do such a thing.

HAR. I will force you to it.

ERI. I had rather kill myself than marry such a man.

HAR. You will not kill yourself, and you will marry him.,
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