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Résumé

I. Purpose of Study

The development of forestry takes the process of advancing from the
utilization of natural forest resources to the planting forestry. The charcoal
production for fuel in Japan is one type of utilization of natural forest
resources, because the progress of works of charcoal production consists in
making charcoal from the natural broad-leaved forest resources. It seems,
therefore, that the social and economic characters of charcoal production regions
vary according to the development of forestry.

The purpose of the study is to research into (1) the change of charcoal
production regions, (2) their characteristics and (3) the causes of their changes,
in the Taisho Period (1912—1925), when the capitalism in Japan made a
remarkable development with increasing contradiction within itself.

II. Outline of Conclusions
The conclusions of the study are as follows.

i. The chief charcoal production regions in the Taisho Period were
Hokkaido, Tohoku, Hokuriku, Chugoku, Southern Shikoku and Southern
Kyushu Districts. Chugoku District (mainly Shimane Prefecture)
appeared as one of the chief charcoal production regions in this period
for the first time. It was the result of conversion of the charcoal
production for iron-works (named Tatara) into the production of
charcoal for usual domestic use.

ii. The trend of the charcoal production regions being limited to the
above-mentioned districts got more and more conspicuous through this
period.

iii. The reasons why the charcoal production regions came to be fixed are
as follows:- (1) The type of forest ownership in the above-mentioned
regions, backward districts, was suitable for charcoal production. The
large-scale landlord forest owner-ship and the state forest ownership in
these districts led to the supply of plentiful and cheap raw wood for
charcoal production. (2) Against many advanced districts where forestry
had already developed into the planting forestry from the utilization
of natural forest resources, the forestry in these backward districts was
still at the stage of utilization of natural forest resources. (3) The
agriculture in these districts had not proceeded the usual disintegration
of peasantry. The retention of feudal or semi-feudal relations of
production in these districts had caused low agricultural productive
force and weakened the growth of commercial agriculture. These facts
contributed to the supply of cheap labour for large-scale charcoal
production. (4) Lastly, the public survey of charcoal had been firstly
established in these districts.

iv. To sum up, the regional characteristics of the development of charcoal
production is governed by the historical and economic conditions of
the development of forestry.



