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Résumé

I. Purpose of Study

The development of forestry takes the process of advancing from the
utilization of natural forest resources to the planting forestry. The charcoal
production for fuel in Japan is one type of utilization of natural forest resou-
rces, because the progress of works of charcoal production consists in making
charcoal from the natural broad-leaved forest resources. It seems, therefore,
that the social and economic characters of charcoal production regions vary
according to the development of forestry.

The purpose of this study is to research into (1) the changes of charcoal
production regions, (2) their characteristics and (3) the causes of their changes,
in the Meiji Period (1868-—1911) when the capitalism in Japan was established.

II. Outline of Conclusion

In order to research into the above-mentioned problems, the authors divided
the Meiji Period into the early stage and the last stage. The conclusions of
the study are summarized as follows :—

i. The charcoal production regions in the early stage of the Meiji Period
were in Kinki (mainly Kyoto, Wakayama and Hyogo Prefectures) and
Southern-Kanto (mainly Chiba and Kanagawa Prefectures) Districts and
the other areas where charcoal production had been inherited from the
days of the feudal Shogunate-clan system. In this stage, it is evident
that charcoal was produced in more advanced regions.

ii. In the last stage of the Meiji Period, charcoal was produced in Tohoku
(mainly Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima Prefectures), Southern-Soikoku
(mainly Kochi Prefecture) and Southern-Kyushu (mainly Miyazaki Prefec-
ture) Districts. It seems, therefore, that charcoal was produced in
backward districts in this stage, Kinki District having already developed
into a planting forestry region.

iii. The reasons why Tohoku District became one of the major charcoal
producing regions in this stage, lie not only in the abundant resources
of natural broad-leaved forests and the establishment of Tohoku Line
but in the type of forest ownership suitable for charcoal production.

Agriculture in this district had retained the feudal or semi-feudal
relations of production,—for instance, the Nago system in Iwate Prefec-
ture, the kariwake Kosaku system in Aomori Prefecture, and the large-
scale landlord system in Yamagata Prefecture. Those systems contributed
to the supply of cheap labour for large-scale charcoal production.

iv.  To sum up, the regional characteristics of the development of charcoal
production is governed by the historical conditions of the development
of forestry.



