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Fictive use of Sibling Kinship Terms in Japanese-Korean
Code-Switching

LEE, Yujeong
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This study analyzes the use of fictive kinship terms in Japanese-Korean code-switching and its under-
lying causes. The participants of this study were divided into two groups: Japanese-speaking learners
of Korean (JL) and Korean-speaking learners of Japanese (KL). When their conversation partner was
older than them, the members of the KL group tended to try to estimate the age of the partner and
then use a kinship term appropriate for that age, thus treating the partner as a family member even
if he or she was not actually a relative. In the KL group, this kind of fictional kinship mentality was at
work when the speakers wished to form a closer bond with another person and could be observed not
only when they were speaking their native Korean, but also when they were using Japanese, a foreign
language from their perspective. On the other hand, the JL group tended to use fictive kinship terms
in a limited manner, only when speaking Korean or talking to a Korean person. However, when talking
to someone younger than themselves, members of both groups gave priority to the manner of address
typical to the target language. In the analysis of the results, the Accommodation Theory concepts of
“convergence,” “divergence” and “paradoxical divergence” were applied in cases where “paradoxical di-

vergence” superficially resembles divergence, but is in fact closer to convergence.



