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3 June 1968

Mr. Takaaki Mizuno
President, Kyushu University
Hakozaki, Fukuoka City
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Dear Mr. Mizuno:

I offer my sincerest regrets for the unfortunate accident on
the Kyushu University campus last night. I was most relieved to
learn that none of the students were injured.

An Accident Investigation Board has been appointed to
conduct an inquiry into the cause of the accident. You may rest
assured that the Air Force will process and adjudicate any claims
resulting from the accident promptly.

Again, my deepest sympathy is extended to you and all the
members of Kyushu University.

Sincerely,

[ Richard L. Ault]
RICHARD L. AULT, Brig General, USAF
Commander, 6100 Support Wing

PP #HOMNRDIRKED - RAXNK = NI NN\ i
June 4, 1968

Takaaki Mizuno, President

Kyushu University
Fukuoka City

Fukuoka Prefecture

Dear President Mizuno:

I wish to express officially the sincere regrets of the United
States Government, as well as my own, which were presented
yesterday in oral form by Consul Tsukahira to you, and through
you to the faculty and students of the University, on the crash of
the United States Air Force plane at the computer center under
construction on your campus.

I join you in giving thanks that no serious injury resulted.

I wish to assure you that all United States representatives here
shall do whatever they can to deal with this matter both
expeditiously and in a mutually satisfactory manner.
Unfortunately, this was the kind of accident that could happen to
any plane, civilian or military, which uses the airfield at Itazuke.
I hope that you will convey this statement of regret to the broad
community of students and scholars at the University for the

disruption of their activities resulting from this accident.
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Sincerely,
[U. Alexis Johnson ]
U. Alexis Johnson
BP<  #RHRHIE P Saa P B P = S REHIBHEEE D th ¥ —L -
- - DL
4 June 1968
President Takaaki Mizuno

Kyushu University

Dear President Mizuno:

I am deeply concerned at the apparent delay in action to
remove the wreckage of the RF4 which crashed into Kyushu
University Compound the night of June 2nd. News and TV
coverage indicated that unauthorized persons have already
removed parts of the aircraft from the scene. It is absolutely
essential that security be maintained on the wreckage, and that
we recover the wreckage intact at the earliest practicable

moment in order to insure a complete and comprehensive

investigation and analysis of the cause of the accident to enable
us to take any corrective action indicated.

I urgently solicit your cooperation and assistance in
expediting removal of the wreckage to Itazuke Air Base. May I

request a reply from you at the earliest possible moment.

Sincerely,

[ Richard L. Ault]

RICHARD L. AULT, Brig Gen, USAF
Representing Commander, Hq Fifth Air Force
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8 June 1968
President Takaaki Mizuno

Kyushu University

Dear President Mizuno:

1. I am most appreciative of your prompt reply to Brig Gen
Ault’s letter of 4 June 1968 concerning the removal of the aircraft
wreckage from the University Computer Building. Your letter
was transmitted to Headquarters Fifth Air Force in Tokyo last
evening. In view of the distance and time involved, I have been

authorized to furnish you an immediate reply.

2. We in the Air Force understand and appreciate the anxiety
of the faculty and students of the University and the populace
over the safety of air operations near or adjacent to populated
areas.

3. United States representatives at the Joint Committee
Meeting in Tokyo on 6 June stated, “Let me assure you and them
that every measure, short of curtailment of necessary operations,
will be taken to allay their anxiety. Pending the investigation
into the cause of the accident there will be no night time flights
at Itazuke Air Base by U.S. aircraft unless such flights are
absolutely necessary.” This statement was further amplified by
Headquarters Fifth Air Force in a 6 June directive. The directive
limited non-essential flying training within the Itazuke Air Base
area, during the hours of darkness, pending completion of
investigation into the RF-4C accident.

4. I should like to point out that loss of engine power, which
was the apparent cause of the accident, is not related to the time
of day or night. Therefore, the fact that the accident occurred at
night is not relevant. Nevertheless, the U.S. Air Force has
substantially reduced night flying in a genuine effort to meet

your wishes and those of the local government. I must reiterate
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that early access to the aircraft wreckage is necessary in order to
conduct the necessary tests and laboratory analysis which we
hope will lead to determination of the cause of the engine and
control loss experienced by the crew.

5. With reference to the points brought out by Professor Inoue
during our discussions yesterday afternoon, the presence of U.S.
Forces in Japan and specifically at Itazuke Air Base stems from
agreements between our two governments in the interest of the
mutual defence of Japan. The status of U.S. Forces as well as the
removal of USAF aircraft from Itazuke are more properly
matters for deliberation between our two governments.

6. The change of flight patterns so that all U.S. military
aircraft would maneuver and approach the air base only from a
southerly direction would not be compatible with normal flow of
air traffic to the airport and would, in fact, create a serious safety
hazard to the commercial airliners who are the principle users of
Itazuke Air Base. To avoid over-flight of Kyushu University by
aircraft departing the base to the north, I have transmitted a
Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) directing a thirty-five degree right
turn after takeoff for all military aircraft operating under visual

flight rules.

7. As General Ault pointed out in his initial letter to you,
property damage claims will be promptly and satisfactorily
settled. The Chief of the U.S. Forces Claims Service visited
Itazuke Air Base on 4 and 5 June, and he informs me that
expeditious claims action is being taken.

8. The accident was most unfortunate and regrettable. But I
assure you and the faculty and students of the University that
sincere and positive efforts have been taken and will continue to

be taken to prevent any recurrence.

[Ben Matlick ]
BEN MATLICK, Col, USAF

Commander
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EXDIS

FOR EA/J-SNEIDER AND AMBASSADOR JOHNSON
SUBJ: BUILDUP OF PRESSURES AGAINST BASES

1 .June 2 kyushu University crash, continuing efforts of

Yamazaki and company to keep Sasebo incident alive,
yesterday's demos, drop of aircraft canopy into playground near
Yokota, pressures against Fuji-Mchair and other developments
are adding up to a lot of pressure against bases, to point where
even our staunchest friends among conservatives are unable to
dissociate themselves from anti-base demands. USFJ is wisely
and so far effectively doing its best to avoid secondary incidents
growing out of confrontations with people demonstrating about
primary incidents. Troops at Itazuke are, for example, under
very strict instructions prohibiting them from using force even to
prevent damage to aircraft in event of penetration. However,
there are of course some installations at some bases to which
such strict prohibitions would be hard to impossible to apply.We
accordingly are living with a number of powder kegs, and I

believe ambassador will need to have discretionary authority to

481



TS =TT A RETHERE &K R A

s e
R

make some fairly substantial concessions if we are to avoid much
worse damage.

2.Situation at Itazuke is case in point. University authorities are
now refusing to permit removal of wreckage unless certain
demands are met, and demands add up to package which would
render base tactically useless. USFJ is very wisely refraining
from pushing for execution of court order for removal of fuselage,
and is having base commander reply to authorities that matter
must be settled through established government-to-government
machinery at national level. Adm Wilkinson today delivered to
Togo letter asking GOJ to take necessary action in accordance
with sofa , but orally and privately advised Togo that we of course
are not desirous of any action that might precipitate incidents.
This action should hold things steady for time being, but it is
obviously not solution. Things may possibly, if stretched out a
while longer, calm down to point where fuselage can be removed
without accepting demands that would destroy utility of base,
and without incident . However, It is possible that we will face
choice between risk of serious incident and acceptance of
demands that would render base unusable for purposes it has

served in recent months. My feeling is that we should leave

handling of this one up to GOJ, which is not going to ask us to
accept any crippling demands unless absolutely necessary to
avoid bloodshed, and which will be working behind scenes to get
university authorities to accept some sensible face -saving way of
turning over fuselage with minimum of concessions from us. If
these minimum necessary concessions still turn out to be
crippling, course of wisdom would be to accept them and move
toward phasing down base.

3. Re Fuji-Mcnair, USFJ and GOJ have worked out terms of use
which in effect assure continued us use on terms that ought to be
acceptable to us. This should give us ability to provide Masuda
with position re east Fuji that he can live with. This again,
however, is not long-run solution, and in my opinion, it would be
much wiser to get decision now to enable us to unload whole area,
with actions to be spaced out at ambassador's discretion.

4. 1 realize none of above thoughts are new, but wanted to
underscore greatly increasing importance of ambassador's
getting authority to deal with base problems flexibly, instead of
having to negotiate each problem with cincpac and Washington
separately, if we are to obtain any useful initiative in dealing

with overall problem of pressures against bases.
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10 June 1968
President Takaaki Mizuno

Kyushu University

Dear President Mizuno:

Thank you for your letter of 8 June 1968. Your letter was
electrically transmitted to my headquarters in Tokyo Saturday
evening.

With respect to the request contained in your letter, I explained
to Professor Inoue the position of the United States Air Force
we can do no more at this level. My higher headquarters has

advised me to request the University to process any further

inquiries into this matter with representatives of the local and

central government.

Sincerely,
[Ben Matlick ]
BEN MATLICK, Colonel, USAF

Commander
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