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Uniformity of 6-Assignment Hypothesis
Identical thematic relationship between items are represented by identical structural relationship
between those items at the level of D-structure. (Baker 1988)
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The Scope Interpretations in Japanese Passive Sentences and
Properties of the Ni-marked Noun Phrases

Iwao Takai
(Kyushu University)

In this paper, | claim that the ni-marked NPs are adjuncts in ni passive sentences, in
which the subject (ga-marked NP) is inanimate. The ni-marked NP in this type of
passive sentences has the following properties.  Firstly, it is allowed to take a wide scope
over the subject (ga-marked NP) in [NP-ga NP-ni V-rare]. Secondly, there are
cases where the ni-marked NP is prohibited. Lastly, the NP must have generic reading.
According to these observations, | assume that the ni-marked NP is an adjunct, and also
it has an aspectual property 'stative'.
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