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Abstract

Yusho incident is an unprecedented mass food poisoning that occurred in the western area of Japan
in 1968. It was caused by the ingestion of rice bran oil contaminated with polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs) and various dioxins and dioxin-like compounds, such as polychlorinated dibenzo-p—dioxins
(PCDDs) and polychlorinated dibenzofurans (PCDFs). The victims of Yusho have suffered from
characteristic skin manifestations in company with systemic, ophthalmological, and mucosal
symptoms for a long period. Since the outbreak of Yusho, the Study Group of Yusho has been
conducting annual medical check-ups on Yusho victims. We describe here the latest research findings
of chronic dioxin-induced toxicity to Yusho patients and the mechanisms of toxicities of dioxins
through the aryl hydrocarbon receptor (AhR) pathway. High amounts of PCBs and PCDF's are still
present in a number of patients with Yusho. The patients have persistent various symptoms, some of
which were significantly associated with blood levels of PCBs, dioxins, or dioxin-like compounds. The
adverse effects on the next generation are also found. According to the findings of recent basic studies,
the biological and toxicological effects mediated by the AhR system have been becoming clear;
therefore, the therapeutic interventions may be found in the near future.
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WHE DI FT OH R & BB T T

WA ZENWSPIIR 7Y T LT, MR
NEREAOEBROAIEFALEWIC L 5 hFH L
LTSN A L) o7z, JHEFER, 1976
EIZA &) 7D Seveso TILAETIHEBERIZL 52,
3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin (2,3,7,8-
TCDD) 12 & %% (LT, Seveso)®, 1979 4E12
BB TPCBs & ¥4 4+ X2 VHETHESNZEH

WIENUC & 28% (BLF, Yucheng)® #3564 L7z

FAF XL VHEIIREICHAE S RS
2wz, BENICEMBMERET 5. #Hiks
& bEW2,3,7,8-TCDD o#H T 5, fH~
DHE IR FALEY OB AR, B A AR A
(toxic equivalency factor (TEF)®) 1248 4 o it
RO L CHEM S5 toxic equivalents
(TEQs)” &, IERE DRMNIZFEL L - D
TAF XY VHBMEOB LIRS S L TEE
THhbH. HHEREVEIL -GER LEW o
T, PCDFs, &< 122,3,4,7,8pentachlor-
odibenzofuran (2,3,4,7,8-PeCDF) ®#Ei35E
, MEDHREXEZ L L TEERILEWTH
589 PCDFs OFMIE, B4 % I IHOK
TEQ \Zxt3 % 77%, 2,3,4,7,8-PeCDF 1% 0
58% % 5!, X 5|2 PCDFs &, HMEZIMET D
ZOHTEQIZX L T65%DDEmMEL HOTW
721 3> World Health Organization 2005
Eps#" 12X 5 &, 2,3,4,7,8PeCDF @ TEF
130.3THo7z. 20034, PEOMBERETY A+
X UVERELIET D HEMSE SN 0% )
22004 4F, MRS T L IE 2, 3,4,7,
8-PeCDF EE BN S 7z, ZNLIRE, BEIC
BAE3 AAEIR, BT, B fEoERZ L, it
RANDFE, BRKNTOY A+ % VEHOAH,
Here ], BRI T AEIRE PCBs X 44
F ¥ VHOMMEHERE & ORI DWW T ORI
Wxa EfTbIL, FA4F 32 VEOMRIZKIZTE
PSS 2R ) D20H 5.

S50, EBMRICEAHLVAIRLEREL T
W5 1990 412, 2,3,7,8-TCDD @ #
aryl hydrocarbon receptor (AhR) /v Z 77 b
< ATHETH 2 LW S 224 o TSk,
AhR Z\VbW B ¥ A+ F 3 V2w EE LTEL
HMoND LI 2oz 4, AhR OFEMHEALIE
FAFF L VERPRELEICL AMBLA L
ARFHHEH 2T TR, RESOFE, g
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DR EEFH RIS R ERT 5 LW, &5,
AhRR D) Y FIZk - Tid, HiMILAFL 2D
EVCERICE S THBERRIEDRIL) AT L
BoahoT&7. ZDLHIZ, AhR OISR
&, 7 AT F T VEFERI T TSR
T B OR% 5T, WHEEE OREIRZ BT
DIHEHLORENORINID 2D 9 5. KT
HEEEOZEIC & D E SN R OME, B
HE B ORI ERFE T TOREZIZOWT
T 5.

1. RMOHER

1.1. WEBFHOBED RN

HIED BB OHEDORN Z LIRS 2729012,
2008 4E\ZJEAE G B 12 X o TEM S N7z HAE R
HERERE EFELTOLIERS 1,420 209
51,131 405877 v — NA) &, —ik
KT HRRE 1,212 %4 (MR - 4EEHIIE) 2B 5
T v — NRARE R R L 7. F O E,
SWIEHEICE TN AIERDAHC L, ZhFE T
FERFZEIZ & - CILH T 7 A 4 F 2 3R & O
ARG ST WREIRD 2 2T, M|, B,
RUHEE, ZHE, AR, SM2sikE DIz dwv, W
REK, BhiE, BUAREEAL, BERWE, T iRBiES
EIRIAE, HHEE, KRB, FREOLUNE L,
— AL D D 1.5 HHWIE 3L EOHET
WHERF AN 7o — MREICED M
TORRR, — Bl IERGERTH S Z LIS
HEIREIZD, S 1ROME RS ORBEEH
FRIEHCEX D WREMD H D LEZ TN D,

1.2. JERZF QMM &4 4 F ¥ VHIBED
L%

L E O & BIGE TIRBEMEEE O —FRS
GHEMRS) 1T, BEOBRER, WE, K
B BREE, sREtORTA, MR, B X O
HPCBs BLUF A+ F L VEREZHIEL CE
DR BOBELZT>TWAD. KNIZHLY AE N7
FA K xR A HEES L, BUE O E
B DM Y A F 35 R ZIhE S Y i &
W2 EfRv. LA L, WIEDSFSA LT 45 4D
FREBLZBAETY, £ < DBEOIMET PCBs
RFA T F Y VORI & D
EETH . 2002 4E D 279 % DOMERE & A5
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\2 L Zzfge Ity i B IR © PCDDs,
PCDFs, non-ortho PCBs X°> mono-ortho PCBs @
# TEQ X, F¥5161.4pg/glipid THEERE L X
T 3.5M5Z ™ <, PCDFs O IIx EAE & M
~NTH 10.3 15, 2,3,4,7,8-PeCDF (2 11 f5b &
fEzx/R L7z, —J, PCBs b, 2004 4E12 242 %4 D
R % R RIS L 722289 T, hexaCB-156,
hexaCB-157, heptaCB-181 %° heptaCB-189 7 &
DALE) O I i BE A3 HREE & X 3.4-3.9 fi%
DEfEERL. £72, BHELZEOBRE T,
2001-2009 4F 12 B W & M 72 I W T,
2,3,4,7,8PeCDF, 1,2, 3,4,7,8-HxCDF,
1,2,3,6,7,8-HxCDF % 3,3, 4,4,5, 5-HxCB
(#169) DIREFBH L) T2 TN 2.9,
3.7, 2.4, BLUL3MEEH-7217.

1.3. MHERFEDOF L+ F ¥ VE O
A K F Y VHEIRE TR RO T

L LIS THRAF L, 2 OB A, 145,

WG, R OMEEIZ X ) B2 51919 2001 A5
2006 4E 0 326 A DA B F O MERAE L b &1
IMitir 2,3,4,7,8-PeCDF 0Ll % 452 L7z &
Z 5, 2,3,4,7,8-PeCDF &% A% 50 pg/g lipid LA
L oORRE L RTEERETE, 5 ToRED
LARIZFEBEA RIS 7T EIB L0 BEREE R
WA ) B MR S I e AL ED S
RVBEBICSPND I EHHS I 572,

%72, 2004 4F & 2010 4o I+ PCDDs, PCDFs,

PCBs D% TN L 72 2 A, HELR
TFERO N5 JESRZ ORI, &
RPNCFSAE L OT L ) ERED T A FF 2
AR L, BEMMICbhz> TE0HEEOFEL

IFTWBEMPFIET S EDBH SN -7,

1.4, M7 4 4+ F 2 BRI LRIk, B
b & DAHE
2001 ¢, A E oM@ Mk h2,3,4,7,8-

PeCDF # B E CHIE CT& 5 X 5127 - TLLK,

WHEIEX 51 4 & 2 VEDPERBII T T B s
TR, WEMEZ TR O Nz T PCBs
RYA XX UHREL, EIK, TR, &Mt
ERLEOMEDHMBIZOWTHT WS, 2001-
2003 4 IAT b 72T T, Mih2,3.4.7,
8-PeCDF iELIX SRR Z, Wik, IR, &
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Rk, FROLUNREOFER, B X UORE,
ML, M # PCB MR & AR 2 3 72, &
512, 2001-2004 4 O fEAFZY T, MiEH12,3,
4,7,8-PeCDF (ZBIHi O A AEZR, PCB IR
Mt RoOFESR, PCQEEIIMAIL AT — )V
o L5 LB Z D72 Wb IS E
WA 5 FR8D & LB IE N 2SR IR T, 2
HEICEFN TS, F72, 2,3,4,7,8PeCDF
DR E AT F - 72 2001 4 LLET O B% o ek
AREET AT N T =y~ = 7k b
R 12k B &, Rl (2001-2004 4F) o i
2.3.4,7,8-PeCDF 13, REDFERE Y il
Fo (1969-1989 4F) FEHK & X ) iR AHEE % 2280
7o, F 7o, REIME R RMERE O8N, ~ A R—
LRGiaE %, BATHESLEE O A TR T LV
F—DfFER L, 4% F ¥ VEOKI R
T & ERRHIR L, 2,3,4,7,8-PeCDF 03
R O A & ORI HIBI A A 5 7220

1.5. MXAAFR, AL, RO EE

INFTORBIZLDE, ¥4 -5 VHBEE
WZEBFEPANIE, M A EiRESS D X
5 CTdhb. Seveso DIFZE?) 2 T, EHFHA4
Wy (Gh3A) OFENERS T MR o B
BP0 L B OB A ARG A, D
JHAZAS A DRINZY % Z87-. Yucheng DRz
TlE, EBUEIAEY (20A) OFE, BHEOEN
A B X IR OEMIER 12 & 2500 mA
WEENTWD, HERED 86.8%, 1,664 A%
TG L TR LB B 3R1E, File, M
Mz GhbE 7z — M B L TEF 22 o
72301968 4E 205 2007 £ 1,596 A% HHRIC L
7B ASIC X B & 5P SRS I E
W (0 A) BX UMD A OERELIE TR
(SMR) BEEICEWERZ 572 (&25A 1 1.26
(95% Confidence intervals (CI) :1.03, 1.53), fifi
A 1.56 (95% CI:1.03, 2.27)). F7z, FFH
AD SMR IFBL L bEw i Z2pR L7z (5 1 1.67
(95% CI:0.99, 2.36), % :1.87 (95% CI:0.81,
3.69)). AW DALOFERIZOWTIE, —f#%
ML EZIARAONL o7 B, WEREED
BT A7 1L, WIERED SERERLIZONT
WAMERDIA S, TFEIE—EROZ TS
WTWAIEEMEAVRIZE LT 5,
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1.6. TERBERE - BEIE - kIR~ DR

FA G ¥ YRR, EBRERLEEORR
59, KA, S 5ICFNLBEOHAANDEE
BMASNAL, WMEYETIE, ¥4 4% VHEBED
iR, MRRoOBE, %, BREOERICKIZTE
BIZOWTHIERFTo TW5b, BIERTIE, ¥
A ¥ UG X o THIRMERERY, BERL
EVHAIEED IRIROFERES | hEAE,
HRGIZF AL B B D) @fEIDH
%303 Seveso OWFFETIE, BEEL D JIEKE
fE (MEH 7u7r 270 et A har o fH)
B R DR o 72080 FLIREIA & BRI
BEFE L7250, O L IEBBE Lo S AL
72BIRT, BFOROBARLEFRERROKT %
27257 Yucheng OFfZeCl, WBELEOH
REW O RS R RIS 235 2 2 & Mgt
ENTW5,
WESREZD 10 EMx A5 &, FAERO 10 4£
ME~, NLUE, FESEML, HIRE,
JRIRFE AL WEENIC S - 7210 F72, B
i non-ortho PCBs, PCDDs # X U¥, PCDFs #
NENOH TEQ 1B oW AMKE & A ITHE L
T2 B oM+ 4 7o coplanar PCBs,
7#E PCDDs 3 & U810 #i PCDFs i1 & JR 18
HIE (\WhW S black baby) DIFSIEY A 7 OB E
ABET L7z 2 A, IS DAY OEEIZIGR
WIESEAE DY A7 LRI L, T8, Mg
1,2,3,6,7,8-hexaCDD i (3 i VEviIE D FE A %
10 fBE L LTwEY, F72, chosofbao
B Rl hgEL i L7225, B
TR OBEEPIRENL>720132,3,4,7,8
PeCDF T, BEBUT— ot FEE & < 17-30 5
BELZRLZZOICH LT, NI TE- 72 RIE—
MR HERE L 1ZIZE D ST, BRI TE - 7281l
BOW 15 HBomigErzRTICE TP,
—77, 1.2,3,4,6,7,8-hepta CDD 2 (3£ BT T
BOMEEEI/NS oY EFEEIETY A 4
X3 VHORIEBERBATO®R N 2 AR &
FRRIZ, WHEBRETORPOTA 4 X Y HOB):
75 BRIRANORIEBERATIIVET, ZOBITHI
ILEMIZ L > TR L EHEM SN F72, WE
B, 2T 20 AWM CHIEICEE Lo BE
DB 7% o 728120, HAELZR (k)
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OB B A R (BB /58 + 285D 120,450
ERWET (p=0.06) 2R L, S5IZZ ORI
PRBLE o 72 EOR (RAHA) oFEHA
W13 0.348 & — ek EEEOME (0.514) & T
HEIEE (p=0.02) 725725

2. AEE

2.1 BRI

WIESEL LD, 744 F 2 Y HEOEIPE
AR SIRIEE O & s L CREBEIZE2 T b
T &7z 1980 4EAL, iHIMERY 227 7L 17 %
EBEWICEORG LA, 2,3,4,7,8
PeCDF D #AF R~ DHEMEA G HaHE & < 2-5 £5
BWinL7z. 2o, HILEP SIS N2 VST
T T, AL ATFO— i EORRIiFE L
THEE L THRIMCHRIE L, &L A7 a— ) VILiE
WZARBREIC e > T D, TV AF I FORIEN
BT &, EEEEY, PHOBZEEHRICL
7 ERRSREY iR oL XF 3 FNIRIC T
WA XL VEBE, FA44F 2 VHOEME
HAOPEDHE THEMT 200, ¥4 +F >
FOBBMHIZ LS EBDNDREROUEEITA SN
Mol HIEDLZ A, ¥A4F5Y VHOPEEE
e L, B ORERE BN S 5 EEIE RS-
TR\,

2.2. PIFHANC & B AR

HE B H O SIEROREF 2 H YIS~ OB FF
R OBRAEBRZIT o728 25, HWIZE L HR O
G, ZMAAHIZME T 5 A 4 F 2 VEREISE
BEH5252 8%, B Lo ZIPFREFER
R L7, RMAEIE 6 O R TR &
N5, INHOEFIZEEND VT NORTIIE
HZERIZL7ZZODFEEST L, BN EZ1T- T
W5,

3. HMEDAERRICCTT

3.1. AhR OHMINEHN > 7 F VnE

PO FAFFL UHFRE L THLNTY
b AhRIE, VY FEHET S EBANEITT
LEERTFCTHS. AAR /v 2T FI I A%
v 7= ¢ 2,3,7,8-TCDD O#H A% L
T2k, FAFFIUHEICEAHEENIGIE
ARR IS S NCW 2 2 e A S 7z [ 1
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1 AhR OMEA Y 7 F ViriE

12 AhR OEN Y 7 F MEED Y = —< % 3T,

AhR IZZHELF M, Bl2IE, ) 27 S5k BHIR
A7 & DRI 2, EEOIZEA LD
WAL (7 F /94 89 x5 44 (5,
BUHESEAIIE®) 12HBLL T b, AhR IGAIHLE
W2 f 7 L, heat shock protein 90 (HSP90),
AhR-interacting protein (AIP) % p23 7 & & #
EREEB LTS, U AH Y KA AhR KA

L&, ML 72 AhR BBERN~BE L, AhR
nuclear translocator (ARNT) &7 0 &K%
3 4. U Ay F-AhR-ARNT A& MKI3 5k 4
7 18 1z T @ xenobiotic-responsive element
(XRE) &9 o —EHNSHE A L, 3R
WL E OB ER T OBREPEED 5V IZ

HENE, AT+ T 74— F Ny 7#EL LT,

AhR repressor (AhRR) #3833 % &, AhR/
ARNT #EA&H 4% <41, AhR {EHEAL2EIH S 1L
%MX

3.2. AhRVY ¥ F

AhR 121X, ¥4+ X3 VEZIT TR L, AR,

WIRTED Z R W E AR A BRI T b > THE&

T, MR T FTIE, S A A FT O,

EEALFWE CTdH 5 benzolalpyrene (BlalP) %
ED LB FERAILKE (polyeyclic aromatic
hydrocarbon, PAH) <09E I D8 EW® 5%
L. TIRIARRR) 72— )ik EEREY

T

=
2
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ZMEETO
I/

BALA ML ARG E

AL E O FIZH, AhR ~OREE DR S 1L
TV BADAET 257, WM 77> FI2iE,
VIET IO N) T N7 7 OB EDTH
% 6-formylindolo [3,2-b] carbazole (FICZ) %%
XVA YR ENDD.

3.3. AhR O

2,3,7,8-TCDD IZRRFES N L5 M+ F T
25 AhR IZHEE L, AhR 28EMHALS 5 & S0
[ 3 @ cytochrome P4501A1 (CYPIAIL) 7x &HE
HJEIETF OB AMEAE L, B 2 G ERRE O,
DFNEILA ML ADNBZ A, HIERETIE, —
AT RERE & IR TRILA P L ADY—=H —TdH 5
J& /i 8-isoprostane®, B X OV H total antiox-
idant power % @ FAAFEZE I N TV 2,

JEAE, AhR OXBERIZRIZHEE L, 20U A
YRk o TREMIBOSEEY, G RS o #
%2 AT ALY k&SRR lE
HICHE3T2 2 EBHLRI o7 ADEFE
TOWFETIE, I NTOBDERSTD—DTH 5
BlalP &, FEALIZFEI L T 2% AhR IZ/EH
LT CYPIAI OBl ZFEL, HHERFER IL-8
DEEERAR L7225 —75, BlalP (ZWP0REF E R
D AhR IZVEF L C, BEEA SN A IEMEREE /v
L T mucin 5AC (MUCS5AC) O3 R L, A
FrOELEFMRL 725, 512 Bla]P % FICZ
X, b FEEMBEO ARR ICTERI LT, 7EW A
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DERDTTHALANT ba—)vix2,3,7, 8-
TCDD-AhR HAERAILE 2 SENIRATT %
O %ML, 2,3,7,8-TCDD 2 &R 5 Bl
ANV AITK L CBE i Re % S 5. fi4
DEERRICBNTD, 717 3209 %L 2x
Fha—L BT A FFY RO A
595k, 2,3,7,8TCDD 512 L > TH| & k2
SN BHAREBINIIEI A CLE Lz F 2, res-
veratrol 512 T~ D N5 B 3 & ASEE L L,
AhR {E AL D 81 T dH % ethoxyresorufin
O-deethylase 114, B X OFRLAY A b L A DFRIE
T& 4 thiobarbituric acid-reactive substance fi
PEBIYEE L 72T,

3.4. AhR & Nrf2
— A LA LR EHUBILA b L ABRHE—

PURfL A b L ZBFEICB VT, SRa it
EHMBEYFET 5285 N, nuclear fac-
tor-erythroid 2-related factor-2 (Nrf2) HSEE 7
BTEZH>TWB™Y . Nrf2 13, HIHMEEE %
EORIEHIZ LY Keapl D T v T4 5 &,
ML E 2 S ENBATHFE S, NAD (P) H:
quinone oxidoreductase 1 (Ngol), superoxide
dimustase (SOD) 7 Efk4 ZHilRIL&EFEERE O
Bz O 7 uE— % — IO antioxidant re-
sponse element (ARE) BLhlIZ#E& L, Z0fE
TS AW, 4, ARR RMOEERT L 2
OAM—27F5ZENG5HD, FTH AhR &
Nrf2 ® 7 0 A b — 22D ORI eHET, V7
YRIZE > TEEA ML A, FIBB(LA b L ADH

@) 7274)75) /‘“
AhR/ARNT — Nrf2/Keap1 @76)

O
DAY R
EX)&A 4+ V8,
SRANE (D s316283) @e

@72)74)75)
ARE
| mEsfea L 2AnE |

BIANLAGE %

K2 AhR-Nrf2oz7uazx h—2z (i)

HO-1 : heme oxygenase 1

(107)
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T

R 2 BOLh kS 5. 2125 F TComEEITIC
L 72 AhR-Nrf2 & O RH 2 /R9. 2,3,7,8-
TCDD 28454 L7z AhR X, ¥ 7 A Nrf2 71
£ — ¥ — H 1 @ xenobiotic responsive element
(XRE) FHNIAEA L, Nrf2 OFB % BEHENIH
Y2, OF ) Nrf2 ix AR OEWEET TH 5
LW BEN DL, FeroBfETIE, 7 haS
V=i, b PEEMEO AhR IS/EH LT Nrf2
DFEHAL, BL O Nqo-1 DEALFEL, TNF-
a X BlalP 2L ) FEINDHEEHRFELS IL-8 D
B, WhWBERLA b LA B X OGE R &
L™, 72, dRE ) BIUE A EOBARIC
MERH DL EINTVE, §FT7TLFE TV
T (B4 EF VA - ¥ —) Eoaia,
MEWRMIE D AhR IZ/EH L CRIBRDOHEF Tib
VR % AR L 727

—75, #5245 (Camellia sinensis) 732D X9
(2, AhR FERAEMEICIERE Nrf2 (&1 b2 & 72 L
BRfb 2 b L R & BT 5 HWIELEWE™ %,
R EA %/ L C Nri2 2153 216
bdH . REMEERES SEICLTEND
BEHBH, WEE-HO&SRE, ¥y (Cni-
dium officinale) ° + 7 ¥ (Angelica acutiloba) @
T THh B Z-Ligustilide 12, & M FEEAMAIC
EF L C AR FEIRAF ISR MR A A L, &
SASTH R RARAGEC Nef2 O L2 FE L, B
[alP 12 &% CYPIAL M ZMHF L2, 2ok
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