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New Distribution Record of Halophilic Psammotettix Leafthopper
(Auchenorrhyncha, Cicadellidae, Deltocephalinae) from Japan
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Abstract. A halophilic leathopper, Psammotettix koreanus (Matsumura, 1915), was newly recorded from

Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu, Japan.
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The Japanese halophilic Psammotettix leathopper,
which had been identified as P. maritimus (Perris, 1857),
was correctly identified as P. kurilensis Anufriev, 1976
(Kamitani 2011). It is an endangered species designated
by Red List 2012 (Ministry of the Environment of Japan),
because the habitat of this leathopper, sand dune vegeta-
tion predominant to Carex kobomugi Ohwi (Cyperaceae),
has been significantly disturbed. The leathoppers identi-
fied as P. kurilenesis by Kamitani (2011) had been recog-
nized as the geographical variation in some important
morphological characters: coloration, shape of body and
male genitalia. In the course of my taxonomic investiga-
tion, it is revealed that the specimens from western Japan
must be identified as P. koreanus (Matsumura, 1915).

Psammotettix koreanus (Matsumura, 1915)

This species is distinguishable from P. kurilensis by
the following morphological features: relatively slender
body, long fore wing, small black and brown markings on
fore wing, and shape of large apical lobe of aedeagal shaft.
Although this species had been recorded from Sugadaira
Highlands, Nagano Prefecture, by Hayashi & Higashikawa
(1997), the specimens are very similar to this species in
the appearance but that is a misidentification of P. striatus
(Linnaeus, 1758). As aresult, P. koreanus is new to Japan.

All specimens, which have the large apical lobe of
aedeagal shaft and were collected from sandy beach of
western Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu are identical to this
species. Specimens examined. [Honshu] 43 79,
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Nijigahama, Hikari, Yamaguchi Pref., 25.X.2008, N.
Ohara & K. Kogure; 27, same locality, 18.VIIL.2009, S.
Kamitani. [Shikoku] 16& 159, Tsukigahama, Toyohisa,
Matsushige, Tokushima Pref., 3.XI1.2007, M. Hayashi;
24 39, same locality, 20.1X.2008, K. Ohara; 173 189,
same locality, 26.X.2008, M. Hayashi; 43 29, Komatsu
Beach, Kawauchi, Tokushima, Tokushima Pref.,
30.X.2004, M. Hayashi; 164 159, same data except
3.XI1.2007; 178 109, same locality, 21.1X.2008, K.
Ohara; 23 1 Q, Kami-Fukui, Nakagawa, Anan, Tokushima
Pref., 26.X.2008, M. Hayashi; 53 29, Awashima Beach,
Hari-cho, Anan, Tokushima Pref., 29.X.2004, M. Hayashi;
1224 1189, 26.X.2008, M. Hayashi; 73882, same local-
ity, 10.1.2010, K. Ohara; 29, same locality, 20.111.2010,
M. Hayashi. [Kyushu] 19, Uminonakamichi, Fukuoka,
Fukuoka Pref., 5.X.2003, S. Kamitani; 582 439, Imazu-
nagahama, Fukuoka, Fukuoka Pref., 31.X.2003, S.
Kamitani; 93 149, same data except 2.XI11.2003; 193
439, Nogita, Shima, Fukuoka Pref.,, 2.XII1.2003, S.
Kamitani; 13, Ichiki, Ichiki-Kushikino, Kagoshima Pref.,
15.V.2005, S. Kamitani; 33 69, Iriki-hama, Fukiage,
Hioki, Kagoshima Pref., 13.VII1.2009, K. Ohara; 128
309, same data except 29.X11.2009.
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