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The Main Point of Argument

HASHIBA Hideyoshi (later TOYOTOMI Hideyoshi), who was fighting at
Takamatsu-jo Castle in Bicchu Province, heard the news of the Honno-ji
Incident two days later that AKECHI Mitsuhide rebelled and killed his lord
ODA Nobunaga at the Honno-ji temple. Hideyoshi immediately entered the
cease-fire negotiations and concluded a peace with the Mori clan and headed
for Kyoto by way of Sanyodo Road (Chugoku-suji Road) to fight a showdown
with Mitsuhide. That is, so called, “Chugoku Ogaeshi (Bicchu Ogaeshi)”, a
great rush-back from Chugoku (Bicchu Province).

Hideyoshi himself wrote about the return that he ran “27-ri (about 108
kilometers) round the clock.” Takamatsu-jo Castle was 58-ri (232 kilometers)
away from the Yamazaki district in Settu-no-kuni(Osaka-Hu), where the
showdown took place. Although it took nine days for Hideyoshi to travel that
distance, yet he said he ran half of that distance, from Takamatsu-jo Castle
to Himeji-jo Castle, in a whole day and night. That is absolutely impossible.
His words, however, were believed and “Chugoku Ogaeshi (Bicchu Ogaeshi)”
has been said to be nearly divine work. He also wrote that he was able to

enter Himeji-jo Castle on June 7th after leaving Takamatsu-jo Castle in
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Bicchu Province at around two o’clock on June 6. When ODA Nobutaka
(Nobunaga’s third son) and his vassals later became hostile toward
Hideyoshi, he tried to explain “how he hurried night and day to rescue
Nobutaka in crisis in Osaka.” His remark was made in this context. I think
that was an almost tall story, exaggeration rather than the fact.

According to Hideyoshi’s letter (in the Bairinji Letters) written on June 5th,
on a real-time basis, while he was on the march, he left Takamatsu-jo Castle
in Bicchu Province and came to the Nodono district in Buzen Province
(Sanyodo Road) on that day. He wrote he would go to Numa-jo Castle if
everything was going all right with the surrendered Mori clan. The truth is
that he came to Bizen Province on 5t leaving Takamatsu-jo Castle in Bicchu
Province on the same day and entered Himeji-jo Castle on 7th after marching
for three days. SUGIWAKA Mushin’s letter written on June 8t also on a
real-time basis, tells us that advance troops left Bicchu on 4th and entered
Himeji-jo Castle on 6th. Hideyoshi’s remark was inconsistent with these two
letters and it was physically impossible to leave Takamatsu-jo Castle on 6th
and enter Himeji-jo Castle on 7th, Based on these facts, I concluded
Hideyoshi told a falsehood.
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