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A study of the library use as a study room
—Focused on the library use of young people who came up to Tokyo
for study in the early Meiji period —

Tatsuya ITO

The purpose of this paper is to consider the problem why public libraries comes to be regarded as the
place for study and it come to be used for studying for examinations, in modern Japan.

The time from the middle of the Meiji30's to the Taisho period can be called the establishment time of
the library system in Japan. It turns out that most of the number of library users of the whole country
before this time was use of public libraries in Tokyo. Users of these libraries conjectured that the student
was main.

It was also prosperous time, to young people’s going up to Tokyo for study, from the second half of the
Meijil0’s to the 20’s. Much youth came up to Tokyo from rural areas and the number of the students who
reside in Tokyo increased rapidly. From the above thing, it will be considered that students who began to
use libraries were young people who came up to Tokyo from rural areas for the beginning of the library
system.

Then, paying attention to the life of young people who came up to Tokyo for study before the middle
of the Meiji30's, I picked up the example of their actual library use from articles of newspapers ,reports of
magazines, an autobiography, a literary work. And I considered the feature and change which appeared
there.

As a result, the following was found. When they began to use libraries for the reading purpose of
study, such usage gained popularity. Libraries were used for preparation study of an entrance examination
by students, and after the Meiji40's, it came to be recognized as a place for studying along with a prepara-
tory school.

Since it was born to Tokyo and was brought up there, the feature of public libraries in modern Japan
was given, and the social function of public libraries changed to offer of the reading space for study, and the

joint study room for studying for an examination.



