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A report of a child with autism supported by community support system
- Early detection and intervention since medical diagnosis in infancy -

Rie AOKI
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
Yasuaki SAITA
The University of Kitakyushu

In this report, we discussed the role of the community support system in children with disorder, taking a
close look at a case of a child with autism and mother, who had received a consistent support from a
community, since the medical diagnosis in infancy. The target community applies early treatment system by
2-step, for supporting children with developmental disorders, whose ages are up to 7 years old. Having been
longitudinally intervened and supported by this community support system for four years, the target child was
shown his developmental change on understanding of others, and mother was indicated her change on
acceptance of his disorder. For supporting the family who has a child with disorder, this case implies the
importance of timing on support phase shifts and medical diagnosis, relationship between the family and
support staffs, and long-term visions on family support and acceptance of disorder. In addition, not only the
effectiveness of the phased and continuous support since early infant, it also points out the necessity of

construction of the community support system which takes a child’s entire life into its consideration.

Key words : community support system, autism, family support
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