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Special feature: Hints of Librarians. Changing Role of the Academic Librarian. Setsuo ARIKAWA*1, Yukiko
WATANABE *2 (* !President, Kyushu University, *2Head, Service Division, Kyushu University Library/
Associate Professor, Department of Library Science, Graduate School of Integrated Frontier Sciences, Kyushu
University Library 6-10-1 Hakozaki Higashi-ku Fukuoka 812-8581, JAPAN)

Abstract: Focusing on academic libraries, this paper discusses the changing role of the librarian based on the
“Summary of discussion” by the Science Information Infrastructure Working Group (2010) and the Scientific
Information Committee (2013) in the Council for Science and Technology. After reviewing the current status of
universities and academic libraries, we describe the new roles and the expectations required of academic
librarians, considering the changes which may occur in the library of the future. It also discusses how to build
the mechanisms for human resource development and securing of librarians, while introducing activities of
“Innovation Center for Educational Resource” and “Department of Library Science” at Kyushu University.
Finally we present the future outlook for librarians.

Keywords: academic library / university reform / librarian / librarianship / human resource development /
subject librarian / educational resource development / library science / Kyushu University Library
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