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A Contrastive Analysis between the Japanese and

Chinese Passive Voice:
Focusing on the Direct Passive without Agent

Jia MEI

Abstract:

In the Japanese language, the passive is one of the voices and constitutes a grammatical category.
There is no concept of voice in Chinese, where the passive is expressed only by means of functional
words and word order. This difference causes a great difficulty to Chinese learners of Japanese. It is im-
portant for Japanese teaching and translation to research how to use passive voice in Japanese properly.
Therefore, the writer of this article, through empirical study, makes a contrastive analysis of Japanese
sentences which include direct passive with no agent, and their Chinese translations taken from a Chi-
nese-Japanese corpus. The writer will attempt to define the differences in the use of passive in Japanese
and Chinese, as well as explore the degree to which those uses correspond to each other. The writer
attaches importance to the practicability of the research and hopes that it will be applied to Japanese-

Chinese translation and the teaching of the Japanese language.

Key words: passive voice with no agent, active voice, by-structure, active-passive.



