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A hunting of operations with prime order on Rubik’s

Cube using computer algebra
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Abstract

Rubik’s cube is a suitable teaching material which connects puzzles to mathematics. In particular,
every student will be surprised the phenomenon which any sequence of moves returns the Rubik’s
cube to the original position by repeating the operations. This phenomenon is able to be explained
by group theory. In this article, we would like to report a result for a hunting of operations with
prime order on Rubik’s Cube using computer algebra systems.
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2 I—Ev7F%a1—TDEERR

V—Yy 7% a—7okMim, Am, &, sl M. R E RS D 2 90 ERiR T 2 f{EE 2 0
FNL, R B, F, D, UTET,

U
B
/\F
< X ’hﬁ
L R

Nz~ —

D
N—Ev X2 —TDHoWBHEMEIZ. O L R B, F,D,U LZNoDHnfEeE L THRHTES,

#ll 1
RULU' RULU 13 TEHOAR - A5 - LD —F—F2—7% ZOIETEBRT 28E TH3,
72720, ROBEME R o (0F D, A% KKEHE D 1 90 ) %##£ T,

N—Ev7Xa—TDery¥—%a2—713, L, R, B, F, D, U ODAfETREET 3 7217 TZ DA EIZ 2
Liw, 22T, 2V —Fa2a—7%ZBROTUTORD LI I 156 48 DHEFEIT 5,

B et e +
1 2 3
4 U 5
6 7 8
t ————— e e L P e e e Fmm e +
I 9 10 11 17 18 19 | 256 26 27 I 33 34 35 I
I 12 Left 13 | 20 Front 21 | 28 Right 29 I 36 Back 37 I
I 14 15 16 22 23 24| 30 31 32 I 38 39 40 I
; S — | — F— ;
41 42 43
44 Down 45
46 47 48
o +
CoOHETZMAT, L, R, B, F, D, U ODFHAEEIRD & 9 RKEAEHBOETEETE 2,
L = (9,11,16,14)(10,13,15,12)(1,17,41,40)(4, 20, 44, 37)(6, 22, 46, 35)

= (25,27,32,30)(26, 29, 31,28)(3, 38,43,19)(5, 36, 45, 21)(8, 33, 48, 24)

= (33,35,40,38)(34,37,39,36)(3,9, 46, 32)(2,12,47,29)(1, 14, 48, 27)
(17,19, 24, 22)(18, 21, 23, 20)(6, 25, 43, 16)(7, 28, 42, 13)(8, 30,41, 11)
= (41,43,48,46)(42,45,47,44)(14,22, 30, 38)(15, 23, 31, 39)(16, 24, 32, 40)
(1,3,8,6)(2,5,7,4)(9,33,25,17)(10, 34, 26, 18) (11, 35, 27, 19)
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3 I—EvIFa—TLHE

IO RICE D, V—Ey 7 ¥ 2 —T7OEEORMEIX, L, R, B, F, D, U 4ot & T % EHRE (48
TAEE Sy DL 70 s, BB 25 L GAP [1] T, RO LI ICfifiicl—Ey 7% a—7
HErEHETES,

gap> L := (9, 11, 16, 14)(10, 13, 15, 12)(1, 17, 41, 40)(4, 20, 44, 37)
(6, 22, 46, 35);;

gap> R := (25, 27, 32, 30)(26, 29, 31, 28)(3, 38, 43, 19)(5, 36, 45, 21)
(8, 33, 48, 24);;

gap> B := (33, 35, 40, 38)(34, 37, 39, 36)(3, 9, 46, 32)(2, 12, 47, 29)
(1, 14, 48, 27);;

gap> F := (17, 19, 24, 22)(18, 21, 23, 20)(6, 25, 43, 16)(7, 28, 42, 13)
(8, 30, 41, 11);;

gap> D := (41, 43, 48,46)(42, 45, 47, 44) (14, 22, 30, 38) (15, 23, 31, 39)
(16, 24, 32, 40);;

gap> U := (1, 3, 8, 6)(2, 5, 7, 4)(9, 33, 25, 17)(10, 34, 26, 18)

(11, 35, 27, 19);;

gap> Cube := Group(L,R,B,F,D,U);

ROTEHIZ, HRZEFALZ EDH 2 NBEIRAE NS DTH S I,

EHE 1 (Lagrange)
GAHBEE, H< G = |H| & |G| %k

Cube ZNV—Yy 7 Xa—7#,. s% L, R, B, F, D, U £t ZDHDETELHREL TS, LD Lagrange
DEBUTE D, |(s)] 1 |Cube]| DRI E 22, Thbb, 8§ s FAROMNE d 2F>, Huc, Hffs %z
AdRFRDIETE st =e Tk DILDRIEICRE B,

Bl 2
BfE R'LU D 3 D3R T ETEICR 35, GAP Tz ko <TH kI,

gap> Order (R™-1%L*UxD) ;
12

COMERPS, BERLUD ODLV—Ey 7 ¥ 2—7RICB I 20803 12 TH Y. ZOEMEZE 128D K
FETLICHRS 2 Ehsbhn 3,

4 FRELBFEE

HIfiC TEl—D#RIEZ2#E DR LM ITRICR S ) B OIS 282 S S it hs, 2 DBIR
IRV F IR, ROFER 2 2 &5 9,

fIRE 1 (RAMIERIRE)
W=y 7 X a—7HICB 2O EZ RO &, Flo, RRMNEZROIEEDL I BHDL?
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uE TEARBER R BEZ T Th, ZNZ2EREMERED IR IZTGCRE2 0?2, LwIEE RS 2
EBTED, ZOMBITHNT 2MEIE, 1981 FFICHITINAEIE 2] THAGN, V—EvIF¥a—7
BB 2 ILDORAME L 1260 =22-32.5.7T TH D, ZOHMET RF2B' UB Ths, GAP TH#H%
ST 2L, HEPIC1260 THDB I EDOD D, TD LI BEOERE (6 #1E) TRADMEKIZE S LI H
RIZIFE»LIND,

Fl, V—Ev X a—T7HOMNEIL, GAP CEHICHERTE %,

gap> Size(Cube);
43252003274489856000

43252003274489856000 = 227 - 314 .53 . 72. 11 TH D, DI L HRXDMEIEZ 61D,

fEIRE 2 (REERERE)
N—E vy 7% a— 7 OERBNBEFOBWEEZ KD X,

=By 7 X2 — 7T RHOMBORRNETH» S, ZOMEE T8 2, 3,5, 7, 11 OffEz RO L, L
9 kit s, BB ROBEOFER, UTORALEH P SRS N5,

EE 2 (Cauchy)
GAREE, |G| = pk (p 3FEH) = G 3% p DILZFD

5 {2 & 3DIRE

N—Ey 72X 2—7TOME2 DEMIZ, F2—ERAFERENENL—EY 7 X 22— TBIFELSHETYH
HoTWwb, UTFIZZDWL O0Z2HNT 3,

o IRFEEEME R?
o &1k L2 R? B2 F2 D2 U?

e Rubik’s Maneuver (EMHD 2D Ty % 2 — 7% MiEEZE Z T2 180 FEANE 2 % #:1F)
RLFRLD RLB?RL'DRL FFRL U"?

e Superflip (12D AET Y ¥ 2 —7%A7EEZZ 2 T 180 AN Z % #1F)
FRFRFBLURLBUF D*RD'BU'LD'FD'B

ROME3 DEIES . N T35 DRAEDP S 6 HZHIZ ZBRICH SN EohIcBin G,

o LHODAE « i« ERID a2 —F —F 2 — 7 DA% Z DNETEHR T 2 #0E
RULU RUL U’

o LHIDAHKE - AHID 2 —F —F 2 — 7 %AMEIZZ D FE FTHE L2 NEICHELRT 2 8/F
RU2RURURLU?LU LU L
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6 ¥ 11 DBREDER

A cRZz k9, 6MERHiAZZBICHAVs NS BEOHICIE, (82 0k 3 DIRIEPEEC Rons,
LU, fik5, 7, 11 OFMEIX, 6THZHTAZ ZBICI@EFMHEH I gy, Zud, s, 7, 11 OfEEfEL »
COPD/INF 2 — 7 ORMER (72 EKEEROFE) THhhH, L—Ey I7Fa—T07L—Y—2Ihs
D¥EEHCTHNDEE 255113, (52 2 3 DML L TRV IBETEER% L A>T LEI
DTH 5,

DFED, ME5, 7, 11 OFFEEXF 2 —ERAMEEL TORVERELS A5, Ihs ORFEE KV
AT 5D GAP/Magma/Sage % H\ > THD T 72w,

6.1 GAP OFIA
BIRIERCROAEA L EMIE, XD Sylow DEHTH 5 9,

EE 3 (Sylow)
GATWREE, |G| = p™k (p BFH, p &k IZHICHE) = G B pm OWHIBER o

GAP F Sylow o HfZ kD2 LI TE S,

gap> SylowSubgroup(Cube,11);
Group([ (4,7,12,39,44,21,26,31,42,20,29) (5,45,23,13,36,10,18,37,47,15,28) 1)

ZDLIHI, V—EY 7 X a— 7D 11-Sylow o2 S, ZOWAHEDERIT
s=(4,7,12,39,44,21,26, 31, 42, 20, 29)(5, 45, 23, 13, 36, 10, 18, 37,47, 15, 28)

R 11 DILTH Y, ZDWEf s % LR, B, F, D, U ZFVWTERT B LBRDAT v 7 TH 3B,
ZDRdITZ, BEL R, B, F, D, U #EBItE T 2HMMP SV —E Y 7 % 2 — 7 Cube ~DIE[
RUEAR
¢: (L, R, B, F, D, U) 3 word — permutation € Cube
IZ & BiEH s OWHR (D—2) ZRDIUT I\, TNz ROZBEE GAP o 7/n s 7 2 v 7EETHL
ERDEH IR D,

GetWordOfElements:=function(G,GenName,x)
local gen,F,hom;
F:=FreeGroup(GenName) ;
gen:=Generators0fGroup(G) ;
hom:=GroupHomomorphismByImages (F,G,Generators0fGroup(F),gen) ;
return PreImagesRepresentative (hom,x) ;

end;
COBEERGIUL, FARIL—EY 27X 22— T DREN»S T 6 %A 2EMEERDZ Z EnTELY,

SR, AL Z OB R L 7L — €y 2 % 2 — ZHRERRY 7 1 [3] 2B L 1.
COBEE AT, ETROEMI L OTE s 25 L, R, B, F, D, U (o X 380k % k0 3.

DL, COMEroBoniL—Ey 7% 12— 7OMEPRNTRTH S 2 L IFRES Nk,
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gap> GetWordOfElements(Cube, ["L","R","B","F","D","U"],
(4,7,12,39,44,21,26,31,42,20,29) (5,45,23,13,36,10,18,37,47,15,28) ) ;
L™-1%U*B~-1%U"-1%B~-1*F~-1%xU~-1*%B*L"2%D"-1*R*F~-1%R~-1%D*L"2%R~-1*D"—-1*R*D*F~-1
*D7—1*xU*L"-1%xU"—1%F " - 1%L~ -1 kF*xUkxF*L*F~—1%U~ -1 %F*D*F~2*%D~—1%F~-1*%L*D~—-1%L"~—1*D*F
*L*xF~—2*%D*xF*D " —1*xF*L*xF~—1 kL~ 2%F - 1%L~ -1 kF*L*xF*U~-1%F - 1*xUxF*L*F~—1*L*xD"-1*L*D
*L7=2%F*L"—1%xU*L*xU~—1*L"—-1%F~-2%D"—-1*%L"—1*D*L*F*L"—1%D"-1%L~"—1%B~—1*L*B*D*L*xF*U
*LxU~-1*%L"-1%xF~-1

Length(last) ;

100

6.2 Magma DOFIF

GAP ZAIH L TR fifh 11 O#FfFIZ 100 FdH Y, ETHHA6N 5D T A, ZORRIE,
GAP DHAIAABIEL PrelmagesRepresentative 251 L 72 bDTH D, GAP DY —AZFHATZDT IV
Y AL ZENTT 2 DIFBRED FERICL T, JloBEUAH > 2 7 A Magma [4] Z23L TH S Z LI L,

Magma £, W=ty 7 F2—7HIIRDLIICL TEERTE S,

magma> s48:=Sym(48) ;

magma> L := s48!(9, 11, 16, 14)(10, 13, 15, 12)(1, 17, 41, 40)
(4, 20, 44, 37)(6, 22, 46, 35);

magma> R := s48!(25, 27, 32, 30)(26, 29, 31, 28)(3, 38, 43, 19)
(5, 36, 45, 21)(8, 33, 48, 24);

magma> B := s48!(33, 35, 40, 38)(34, 37, 39, 36)(3, 9, 46, 32)
(2, 12, 47, 29)(1, 14, 48, 27);

magma> F := s48!(17, 19, 24, 22)(18, 21, 23, 20)(6, 25, 43, 16)
(7, 28, 42, 13)(8, 30, 41, 11);

magma> D := s48! (41, 43, 48,46) (42, 45, 47, 44) (14, 22, 30, 38)
(15, 23, 31, 39)(16, 24, 32, 40);

magma> U := s48!(1, 3, 8, 6)(2, 5, 7, 4)(9, 33, 25, 17)

(10, 34, 26, 18)(11, 35, 27, 19);

magma> Cube:=PermutationGroup<48|L,R,B,F,D,U>;

X5, MBI ¢: (L, R, B, F, D, U) > word — permutation € Cube %ZE&Z L, il
s = (4,7,12, 39,44, 21, 26, 31, 42, 20, 29) (5, 45, 23, 13, 36, 10, 18, 37, 47, 15, 28)
D plckBififrE LT, M 11 O#fFERkD 3,

magma> w<L,R,B,F,D,U>:=FreeGroup(6);

magma> images := [w.i -> Cube.i : i in [1..6] ];

magma> phi:=hom< w -> Cube | images >;

magma> s:=s48!(4,7,12,39,44,21,26,31,42,20,29) (5,45,23,13,36,10,18,37,47,15,28) ;
magma> s @@ phi;

L2 L., Bon/fHRi3 1600 7282 2 BFEICEWEREICA->T L Eo %k, OB, HlEE Fs =
(L, R, B, F, D, U) =L TR Z LS A T hwvnkodRtldbhs, 22T, V—Ev 7 F2—7#HO
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L, R, B, F,D, U ZH\wrERn L BIRRIC X 2 HRRIC O TGREDIIZERE 2 HE L 72205, 54
Bt e 44 MOBRRIC L MRS 5] LARDIT 2 I EBTETHRL

6.3 Sage OFIMA

Z 2 TlE, GAP THREONZAB 11 @ 100 B oK 5 EE%2 i, $27 7n—FiionwTidR s, X
DEEIZ, L=y 7 Fa—TORNTFEMEE L TE4TH 3,

fE7E 3
3X3X3DNV—EY 7 F¥2—T %R DICHELRTED FRZKD X,

2 2 TOFRUL face turn metric TH D, HfFHE T 2EICEIE (0F D, 180 KT 2#4E) X 1FE AT v
FI23D0THD, ZOEROFHIE God’s number & FEENTE D, 2010 £4£I1Z Tomas Rokicki, Herbert
Kociemba, Morley Davidson, John Dethridge 12 & > T, 20 FTH % Z LRI N7z,

AP 2 7 2 Sage [6] (. Michael Reid (2 & % Optimal Solver 7L 3 X4 [7] BFEINTE D,
L2 5 NTEEOERIDTRETH 5, 772 L. T DFEIL face turn metric Tld72 | quarter turn metric
(90 ERlfR% 1 FE AT T3) TOREMBERDZHDELH>TVS, Sage ZHVT, GAP 255k& 7
W11 D 100 FOHMEDFFKNILLT D & H 12479,

sage: rubik = CubeGroup()

sage: s = rubik.faces("L"-1xUxB~-1*U"-1%B~-1*F~-1%U"~-1%BxL"2%D"—1*R*F -1
*R™-1xD*L"2*%R"-1*%D"-1%R*D*F~—1*D"-1*U*L"-14U"-1*F - 1%L~ -1 *F*U*F*L*F"-1
*U”~=1*F*D*F " 2%D " —1*%F "= 1*%L*D "= 1%L~ - 1%D*F*L*F~-2%D*F*D "~ -1 ¥F*L*F " -1*%L"2*%F~-1
*L 7= 1*F*LkF*U~ - 1%kF " - 1%k UkF*L*kF " —1%L*D " - 1*L*D*L " -2%F*L"-1*U*L*U~-1*L"-1*F~-2
*D"—1*%L"—1*D*L*F*L"-1%D"—1*L"-1%B~ - 1*L*B*D*L*F*UxL*xU~-1*L"-1xF"-1")

sage: ans = rubik.solve(s, algorithm=’optimal’)

sage: print ans

F RRL F U DUL B UUF U F D F B L U LU R

PRIz E->T, Mi#11 @ 20 FOENEZBFL LB TET,

7 {I#5 &7 DIRE
Riffi e o N TFEZ D TOFIMEChHE 5,7 ICHHEHAT 5,

1. [GAP] V—Ev 7 X a2—7H%EHL. SylowSubgroup BA%% HV>T, 5-Sylow 53 #E & 7-Sylow
WBorfEE KD, ZDERICH SME 5T DEHRER 5,

2. [GAP] GetWordOfElements %% Fl\v>C, fi%k 5,7 DiEaLEl» s M55 L, R, B, F, D, U I
X 2BMEERD B,

3. [Sage] CubeGroup().solve B#t% flv>C, #IETFHOMNZIT I,
T k- T, ROEEIG SN,

o (r#5) ROy YXa—7D9b TMZEEL, 5D 56 0KnlE#EZ T #1E
DF RU'F'L’ RULRUR FD'
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o (f7¥(5) 8D a—F—F2—7DH b 3fHZEE L, b D 5 HOKMELZ 1T ) BIE
RUFU LUF' U RFL F

o (i#7) 8flDa—F—F2—7DH% 1fHZEEL. %D D 7 HOKEESEZ 1T BiE
RURDF?R DU'RU'RD'RD'U F?

8 ECIEFIRERRIEDERK

GAP & Sage ZBAfHEL T, W—E v 7 ¥ a2 —7DFKMNE 2,35,7,11 OHfEEZRD L I ENTER, Z
NWORIE 2 3 TH 5, FEMBOBAEZRDZZEMTELDT, INE2EHLZWEEZZDIZH
Wit THAHH), ZITEBOL—EY 7% 2—7%2HOTHEE L TARLD, MEPL > THEEZDE
TRIENTERY, L=y 7 F¥2—7D F % B O#HREIE, FOBHEHIIAE L, T 3210817
T20RETH B, ZNT, ROZFBENEOEEEZ F B 25 _XHALZ L) ICEBRL TARZD,
ZNTHRET 22 LIEARARETH -7z, Z LT, BAIIROMEEEZ L Z LT,

=8 4
N—Ey 7% a2 — 7 O FHE 2 Bl 2 BEOL B EZ R X,

W11 DIIEICOVTHEZ B 2 LIcT 5, W4 HiTF o T8 20 DM 11 OEfFIR, 2oy
Fa—705b 1ZEEL., )0 11 HoKEERLF SR T, THETHICELZNLLy PFa—
TEREETHIEICTIE, ZN2BIHVIEEEIR, U, F, L, RD4#ETH 2, LoT, 1l o
X Z 0 4 EDflAGEDLE TES Z L DBAKREEZ o NS, B3, 4RFORBLLTVllAAEDLE ¢ %
fED. ZD0i#% GAP TR T 2, D 11 D m 5ok & &, o™ 23RkD 208 11 D#EAEICZR 5,
CDFEE2EFEDLERDEHICR D,

1 fi8p DIEDBL—Ey 7% 2 =7 LD ED & I RKHEREZ 5| S TrEL 5,
2. T 2 BMERIRET %,

3. WEL 7B o ilB L T vitiikilaabe 2E 2 5,

4. ZDMAEDE DB %Z Gap THET 5,

5 MBS p Dm I mdb0EROT 3,

COFMED 3 -4 —-3—4— - ODFDIELIZKD,

gap> Order ((U¥R"-1) 3% (L*F~-1)"3);

33
gap> Order (L*xR™-1%F*U"-1);
44
gap> Order (R™-1#UxF~-1%L) ;
33

EVIHHBEOERZREDITZ I ENTER, ZORKDERN S, M5 11 OFLRATHE 2B EE (T
12) BMEo iz, /e, AROFIEICK Y, 87,5 OREMRELBEMABRELHF S, DT, Ths
DERZ L LDTEL,
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o 811 DFAE 1 (R'U F' L)*
o DiE T DA (D2 R)? (U2 L)?

o ¥ 5DEME: RURU

9 &HbHHIC

ATV —E Y 7% 2 — 7T OEBMEIRE 2 FEIE S 2 5 22 FH L TR 2 T2 WG L
7oo T ZTHUD o 7R, KRETORBEOMELEHR TOHEIZELR LB L LTHWS Z L2357

HETH 2, B BLIIHET 2 R ETOFRBPEKLTOMNFRECHMNL Twsb, v —Evr¥a—7

F, BEEEASANZREODO T BFOEMD—DEFA LI,
RIS, “ODFRBENAMEZEZLTIOMEKRASZ L LT 5,

fERE 5

W—EY 7% 2—7HOTLIDE 2 TXTOMNEERD, Z2DMEBICHIET 2 RMEOEBIEEZ KD X,

[ 6

NEDEETRE B L —E v 7 % 2 — 7 OE2 HEIER T 2 & & IXTHED,

2 £ X M
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