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Abstract

In developing countries, people with disabilities and older people are more likely than the rest of the popu-
lation to live in poverty. In addition, people with disabilities have much limited access to education, health
services, and employment opportunities. However, the issues on ageing and disability are not explicitly ex-
pressed in the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Unless development strategies include and tar-
get these groups, it will not be feasible to achieve the MDGs. This paper reviews the work of UNESCAP in
the fields of ageing and disability with particular focus initiatives taken by UNESCAP. It also looks at four
key concepts for a new paradigm from OWelfare-based Approachl to ORights-based Approachl] : (a) normali-
zation, (b) social inclusion, (c) capability, and (d) empowerment. Finally, the issues and challenges facing
UNESCAP with these emerging issues in its development efforts are also addressed.
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