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This dissertation aims to analyze the facade structure of ground floor in shopping streets in
front of railway station and its relationship with people’s activities.

In Japan, although there are no direct and strict definitions of a “shopping street”,
indirectly, a statute published in 1962 stipulates that a place of a city where over 30 shops are
concentrated can be called a shopping area (F/EHIRFLAASES Z W — 8 N5 B 37 4F 5
A 17 BiE#E% 141 ). The definition of a shopping street can also be implied from this law. In
other words, it means if in a situation where the number of commercial shops in a given place is
less than 30, although this place is called “shopping street” by people, it can not be recognized
and counted as such by the law. .

As most of people’s activities take place on the level of ground floor, this part of every shop
is closely linked and connected with people; for this concern, the facade of ground floor is chosen
as the research subject. Some elements that are related with the ground floor facade closely are
also chosen, such as business of the shop, the section of the shop, and some appendages like
signboard in front of the shop, etc.

The facade, commercial type, section type, and appendage were categorized and
investigated. After the investigation, the relevancy between facade and these elements was
analyzed by specific data. Based on the analysis above, people’s activities were investigated and
recorded, the shops which are attractive to people were spotted and the common characteristics
of these shops were analyzed.

Through which, the relationship between facade structure and people’s activities can be
clarified. Based on these analyses, some recommendations about the facade design can be
proposed and considered. By this research, the deign of facade could become more reasonable to

reflect inherent value of the shopping streets.
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