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3. Typee (Northwestern-Newberry, 1968), p. 125.
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A gentle joyousness — a mighty mildness of repose in swiftness,
invested the gliding whale. Not the white bull Jupiter swimming
away with ravished Europa clinging to his graceful horns; his
lovely, leering eyes sideways intent upon the maid; with smooth
bewitching fleetness, rippling straight for the nuptial bower in
Crete; not Jove, not that great majesty Supreme! did surpass the
gloriftied White Whale as he so divinely swam . . . .

. .. . No wonder there had been some among the hanters who
namelessly transported and allured by all this serenity, had ventured
to assail it; but had fatally found that quietude but the vesture of
tornadoes . . . .

And thus, through the serene tranquillities of the tropical sea . . .
Moby Dick moved on, still withholding from sight the full terrors of
his submerged trunk, entirely hiding the wrenched hideousness of
his jaw.* (539-540)
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4. Moby-Dick (Hendricks House, 1952), pp. 539-40.
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Cunningly masked hitherto, by the green tapestry of the interlacing
leaves, a terrific towering palisade of dark mossy massiness con-
fronted you; and, trickling with unevaporable moisture, distilled
upon you from its beetling brow slow thunder-showers of water-
drops, chill as the last dews of death . ... All round and round, the
grim scarred rocks rallied and re-rallied themselves; shot up,
protruded, stretched, swelled, and eagerly reached forth; on every
side bristlingly radiating with a hideous repellingness. Tossed, and
piled, and indiscriminate among these . . . you saw the melancholy
trophies which the North Wind, championing the unquenchable
quarrel of the Winter, had wrested from the forests, and dismem-
bered them on their own chosen battle-ground, in barbarous dis-
dain . . ..

Stark desolation; ruin, merciless and ceaseless; chills and gloom,
— all here lived a hidden life, curtained by that cunning purpleness,
which, from the piazza of the manor-house, so beautifully invested
the mountain once called Delectable, but now styled Titanic.®
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Nothing can better suggest the aspect of once living things malignly
crumbled from ruddiness into ashes. Apples of Sodom, after

5. Pierre (Hendricks House, 1949), pp. 404-5.
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touching, seem these isles.®
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Take five-and-twenty heaps of cinders dumped here and there in
an outside city lot; imagine some of them magnified into mountains,
and the vacant lot the sea; and you will have a fit idea of the
general aspect of the Encantadas, or Enchanted Isles. A group
rather of extinct volcanoes than of isles; looking much as the world
at large might, after a penal conflagration.’

DL HHRMIRBIIEICSZAZH, ROLSCHEFAINE T,

It is to be doubted whether any spot of earth can, in desolateness,
furnish a parallel to this group . . . .

And as for solitariness; the great forests of the north, the
expanses of unnavigated waters . . . are the profuondest of solitudes
to a human observer; still the magic of their changeable tides and
seasons mitigates their terror . . . .

But the special curse . . . of the Encantadas, that which exalts
them in desolation above Idumea and the Pole, is, that to them
change never comes; neither the change of seasons nor of sor-
rows . . . . Like split Syrian gourds left withering in the sun, they
are cracked by an everlasting drought beneath a torrid sky. ‘Have
mercy upon me,’ the wailing spirit of the Encantadas seems to cry,
‘and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.”®

HRKECELLT 4+ -V xR EZ6h, #HHREE L T »N 7 En

6. The Piazza Tales (Russell & Russell, 1963), p. 185.
7. Piazza Tales, p. 181.
8. Piazza Tales, p. 182.
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Little but reptile life is here found: tortoises, lizards, immense
spiders, snakes, and that strangest anomaly of outlandish nature,
the aguano. No voice, no low, no howl is heard; the chief sound of
life here is a hiss.?
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. often in scenes of social merriment . . . I have drawn the
attention of my comrades by my fixed gaze and sudden change of
air, as I have seemed to see, slowly emerging from those imagined
solitudes, and heavily crawling along the floor, the ghost of a
gigantic tortoise, with ‘Memento * * * % % ’ burning in live letters
upon his back.!

9. Piazza Tales, p. 183.
10, Piazza Tales, p. 183.
11. Piazza Tales, pp. 186-7
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These mystic creatures, suddenly translated by night from
unutterable solitudes to our peopled deck, affected me in a manner
not easy to unfold. They seemed newly crawled forth from
beneath the foundations of the world. Yea, they seemed the
identical tortoises whereon the Hindu plants this total sphere.!?
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12, Piazza Tales, p. 190.
13. Piazza Tales, p. 189.
14. Jay Leyda, The Melville Log (Gordian, 1969), I, 102
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I remember that once, on an uninhabited island of the Gallipagos
(sic), a bird alighted on my outstretched arm, while its mate
chirped. from an adjoining tree. Its tameness, far from shocking
me . . . imparted to me the most exquisite thrill of delight I ever
experienced; and with somewhat of the same pleasure did I after-
wards behold the birds and lizards of the valley (of Typee) show
their confidence in the kindliness of man.'®

& Z %595 “The Encantadas” Tl3, [EU Galapagos #EDEIMIIZ DT
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To show the multitude, avidity, and nameless fearlessness and
tameness of these fish, let me say, that often, marking through
clear spaces of water . . . certain larger and less unwary wights,
which swam slow and deep; our anglers would cautiously essay to
drop their lines down to these last. But in vain; there was no
passing the uppermost zone. No sooner did the hook touch the sea,
than a hundred infatuates contended for the honour of capture.
Poor fish of Rodondo! in your victimised confidence, you are of the
number of those who inconsiderately trust, while they do not un-
derstand, human nature.!®

22T, MbhBOBR» I ERAIN, TDpee DFEFIZAOND
I RBROEZ2EVUCHR L AMEDTERE W2 Lide AohE
TA, BRAGABIZHL TRIFBELVWIRUNRYL, RASERE, 20
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Say what some poets will, Nature is not so much her own ever-

15, Twpee, pp. 211-2
16. Piazza Tales, p. 198.
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sweet interpreter, as the mere supplier of that cunning alphabet,
whereby selecting and combining as he pleases, each man reads his
own peculiar lesson according to his own peculiar mind and mood."’
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17.  Pierre, p. 402.
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