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The Role of Teacher in Leading a Deeper Whole-Class Discussion

in Elementary School Lessons.
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Takashi OZAWA, Keiichi KOBAYASHI

(ERRI8EEI0A 2 HHD)

This study examined the role of teacher in leading a deeper whole-class discussion in elemen-
tary school lessons. Twenty lessons from ten 5th-grade classes (two lessons per class) were
observed. The whole-class discussions, induding verbal and nonverbal behaviors, were tran-
scribed and analyzed. The results indicated that the proportion of response patterns (the
three-part sequence of child talk, teacher question or confirmation, child reply) to other se-
quences was positively and relatively highly related to the depth of whole-class discussion,
whereas either the level of discussion theme or the proportion of teacher's eyes (on a child
who was talking at that time) to non-eyes were not. In addition, only for the proportion of

teacher's eyes, a significant positive correlation was found between first and second lessons.
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