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HowtoImprovea3・Dimensional

ChatSystemforEnglishClasses

『YUb
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TheauthorhasbeeninchargeofanexperimentalEnglishclass

utelizingatext-basedchatsystemwitha3-dimensionalvirtualcyberspace.

KyushuuniversitystudentsandHokkaidouniversitystudentstackle

withtaskssuchasdiscussionandrole-playingactivitywiththehelpof

theIntemet.

Thepresentpaperreportssomeobservationsandimprovementsin

theEnglishcourseinthespringsemesteroftheacademicyear2001.

Afterbriefintroductorysections,section4isfocusedonthetwoma-

jorfunctionalimprovementsofthechatsystem,arandom-pairingfUnc-

tionandsuperimpositionofinstructionsonthebrowser,whichhavemade

agreatcontributiontoefflcientclassorganization.Thissectionalsopro-

posessomefUrtherimprovements.

Section5drawstheconclusionbasedonaquestionnairethatwe

shouldgiveasenseofsatisfactiontothestudentswithtopicsofdiscus-

sionanddebatetheyfeelfamiliaritywithratherthandistressthemwith

hardertasksanddifi匠culttopics.

Section6reportstheresultofpre-andpost-tests(G-TELPgrade3).

Itcannotbeclaimedthatstudentstakingthiscoursemademoreprogress

thanotherstudents.Theauthorsuspectsthatthiscouldbeattributedto

thefactthatthetestsdonotmeasurethetypeofabilitythatthestudents

areexpectedtoacquireinthechatclass.

Section7claimsasananswertothequestiontheauthoraskedin

Suzuki(2001.1)thatquantitativeevaluationofchatlogaloneisenough

togradestudentswithoutrecoursetocumbersomequalitativeanalysis.

Section8showstheresultandsomeanalysisofthequestionnaire

obtainedfromthosewhotookthechatcourse.


