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ZZIn a certain Russian ministerial depatment—But it is perhaps better that | do not
mention which department it was.
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ZWell. in a certain chancell'y :um\nm was a certain man who, as I cannot deny,was
not of an attractive apperance. He was short had a face marke’d with, smallpox
was rather bald in front, and his farehead and cheeks were deeply lined with
furrows—to say nothing of other physical imperfections.
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ZWhen and how he entered the chancellery and who appointed him, no one could
remember. However many of his superiors might come and go, he was always see
in the same spot, in the same attitude, busy with the same work, and bearing the
same title; so that people began to believe he had come into the world just as he
was, with his bald forehead and official uniform
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ZIn the chancellery where he worked, no kind of notice was taken of him. Even the
office attendants did not rise from their seats when he entered, nor look at him;
they took no more notice than if a fly had flown through the room.
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ZHis young colleagues made him the butt of their ridicule and their elegant wit.
They did not scruple to relate in his presence various tales of their own invention
regarding his manner of life and his landlady, who was seventy years old. They
declared that she beat him, and ingired of him when he would lead her to the
marriage altar. Sometims they let a shower of scraps of paper fall his head, and
told him they were snowflaks
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=He would say "Do leave me alone! Why do you always want to disturb me at
work ?" There was something peculiarly pathetic in these words and the way in
which he uttered them.

One day it happened that when a young clerk, who had been recently appoi-
nted to the chancellery, prompted by the example of the others, was playing him
some trick, he suddenly seemed arrested by something in the tone of Akaki's
voice, and from that moment regarded the old official with quite different eyes.
He felt as thaugh some supernaturai power drew him away from the colleagues
whom acquaintance he had made here, and whom he had hither to regarded as
well-educated, respectable men, and alienated by companions, he would see the
figure of the poor little councillor and hear the words "Do leave me alone! Why
will you always disturb me at work ?" On such occasions the young man would
hide his face in his hands, and think how little humane feeling after all was to be
found in men’s harts ; how much coarseness gnd cruelty was to be found even in
the educated and those who were everywhere regarded as good and honourable
men.
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