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The development of social cognition in infancy
—Joint attention, language, and social emotion—

Taro Murakami (Graduate School of Human-Environment Studies, Kyushu University)
Hidehiro Ohgami (Faculty of Human-Environment Studies, Kyushu University)

Joint attention (JA) is the important milestone of the early development of social cognition. To reveal the
broad development of the social cognition from infancy to childhood, this study adopted items concerning language
and social emotion in addition to JA, and aimed to investigate for inclusive developmental trajectory of the social
cognition in 9- to 75- month-olds. 1567 questionnaire data were standardized, and the developmental order was
clarified. As a result, the development of JA supported the results of current researches. In addition, the indicators
of language and social emotion suggested a developmental linkage based on JA; language showed three develop-
mental stages from 18 months to 36 months. Moreover, it was suggested that social emotion has the developmental

linkage between JA and language.

Keywords: Joint attention, language, social emotion, standardization of developmental test, social cognition
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