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And I think of her, the desire swells within me and I am stirred by a longing so great that like
the memories of time past and long-ago voices, flowing waters, rushing winds, it seems more than
my heart can abide. Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and everyone that loveth is
born of God, and knoweth God . Her voice is close, familiar, real, and for an instant I mistake the
wind against my ear, a gentle gust, for her breath, and I turn to seek her in the darkness. And now
beyond my fear, beyond my dread and emptiness, I feel the warmth flow into my loins and my legs
tingle with desire. I tremble and I search for her face in my mind, seek her young body, yearning for
her suddenly with a rage that racks me with a craving beyond pain; with tender stroking motions I
pour out my love within her; pulsing flood; she arches against me, cries out, and the twain—black

and white — are one. (The Confessions 426)
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EERLTVS, SLICHBOIEOTRY ¥ a = X213, EHROMGHEDERIC
W AP SE LD DZ MBI LT WD, (The Confessions 84—86, 93—95)

4) Fu rDORD LS % ] 2OV TOEAE%ESH, “In many ways, I thought a fly must
be one of the most fortunate of God’s creatures. Brainless born, brainlessly seeking its suste-
nance from anything wet and warm, it found its brainless mate, reproduced, and died brainless,
unacquainted with misery or grief. But then I asked myself: How could I be sure? Who could
say that flies were not instead God’s supreme outcasts, buzzing eternally between heaven and
oblivion in a pure agony of mindless twitching, forced by instinct to dine off sweat and slime
and offal, their brainlessness an everlasting torment? So that even if someone, well-meaning
but mistaken, wished himself out of human misery and into a fly’s estate, he would only find
himself in a more monstrous hell than he had even imagined—an existence in which there was
no act of will, no choice, but a blind and antomatic obedience to instinct which caused him to
feast endlessly and gluttonously and revoltingly upon the guts of a rotting fox or a bucket of
prisoner’s slops. Surely then, that would be the ultimate damnation: to exist in the world of a
fly, eating thus, without will or choice and against all desire.” (The Confessions 26—27)
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