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VMMC and their big push for telehealth  

Posted on: October 28th, 2011 

The Veterans Memorial Medical Center 
(VMMC) once again tried a telehealth session 
assisted by the Philippine Research, Education 
and Government Information Network 
(PREGINET) last 26 October 2011 held at the 
VMMC Valdes Hall. 

Said telemedicine session, dubbed as 
Phacoemulsification Conference 2011, was 

attended by different eye doctors in Metro Manila who are practicing Phacoemulsification 
Cataract Surgery. The conference was also participated in by Dr. Shuji Shimizu of the Kyushu 
University Hospital in Japan, as well as Mr. Renato C. Doctor, Officer-in-Charge of the 
Philippine Heart Center‘s Hospital Information System.  

Dr. June Mendiola, Head of the VMMC Department of Ophthalmology said that it was their first 
time to tap the PREGINET in assisting VMMC in this big event. “Mr. Bayani Benjamin R. Lara 
of the Department of Science and Technology (DOST) introduced telehealth to VMMC which is 
not yet used in Phaco Conference,” said Dr. Mendiola. 

Phaco Con 2011 being the first eye telehealth 

Phaco Conference is a regular event staged by the Philippine Society of Cataract and Refractive 
Surgery. Usually, eye doctors bring their respective recorded surgery videos to show and share 
their experiences in Phacoemulsification Surgery. However, telehealth came into light in their 
last session in 2011 through the help of the PREGINET.  

“We recognize the use of this telehealth, with the help of the DOST people, as an option to 
sustain the teleconferencing probably in the future [conferences] without moving from one place 
to another. We can stay in our respective hospitals or even in our respective homes through live 
streaming or video conferencing and continue discussing things without the need to travel,” Dr. 
Mendiola explained.  
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Dr. Shimizu commended the initiative of the VMMC and PREGINET in showcasing the very 
first eye telehealth because according to him, the Asia Pacific Advanced Network (APAN) only 
conducts telehealth on thorascopic, laparoscopic, endoscopic and oncological surgeries. He also 
said that the APAN would fervently welcome the next telehealth on eye surgery.  

In time, the Philippine Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery hopes to apply the telehealth 
technology in the Society’s future activities, specially, those that are beneficial for the learning of 
the eye doctors.  

“We would like to thank the DOST people for assisting us in this event. This is very promising,” 
said Dr. Richard C. Kho of the American Eye Center. 

The PREGINET-assisted technologies 

Telehealth uses various technologies such as telephones, satellite technology, and 
videoconferencing facility to remotely consult with the specialists or diagnose patients.  

In the Phaco Conference 2011, the PREGINET 
gave technical assistance on the following 
technologies: 

Videoconferencing. The PREGINET had 
an H.323 videoconferencing with the 
Kyushu University and Philippine Heart 
Center in Manila. 
Video Streaming. A live streaming was 
done and the eye doctors who were not 

present at the event could view the session via mobile devices. 
Digital Video Transport System (DVTS). DVTS, which is a free and open source software, 
was used by PREGINET to deliver the live surgery in the operating room. This was done 
by using the current VMMC network infrastructure and a sending machine that used 
Ubuntu Linux as its operating system.  

“This is the same technology being used by advanced research networks in doing telemedicine 
across the globe. I am glad the ophthalmology doctors in VMMC took the initiative of working 
with us and adapting it to a government hospital setting,” said PREGINET Multimedia 
Engineer Alvin M. de Gracia
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Medical institutions connection list
of telemedicine(1/3

Nation Medical Institution

Japan Kyushu University Hospital
National Cancer Center Tokyo
Sapporo Medical University
Iwate Medical College
Nagasaki University
Fujimoto-Hayasuzu Hospital
Kyoto Second Red Cross Hospital
Tokyo Medical and Dental University
Japanese Red Cross Kyushu 
International College of Nursing
Tomishiro Central Hospital
Oita University
Fukuoka University
Kyoto University
Sapporo Tokushukai medical center
Yamaguchi University
Tokai University
University of Occupational and 
Environmental Health,
Fujita Health University Hospital
J&J Medical Innovation Training Center (MIT)
The Cancer institute Hospital of JFCR 
Tokyo Science foundation TSF
Kobe University
Hokkaido University
Hiroshima University
Saga University
National Center for Child Health and 
Development
Shonankamakura General Hospital
Gifu University
The University of Tokushima
Kanazawa University
Tohoku University Hospital*
Gunma University Hospital*
University of Tokyo Hospital
Niigata University Hospital*
Nagoya University Hospital*
Mie University Hospital*
Osaka University Hospital
Tottori University Hospital*
Ehime University Hospital*
Kumamoto University Hospital*
Kagoshima University] Hospital*
Kyushu University Beppu Hospital
Kyushu University Ito Campus*
Kagawa University Hospital*

subtotal 44 institutions

Nation Medical Institution

Korea
Hanyang University
National Cancer Center, Korea
Ewha Womans University
Seoul National University
Chungnam National University
Gyeongsang National University
Seoul National University Bundang

Hospital
Korea University
Yonsei University
Chungbuk National University
Cheju National University
Asan medical center
St. Mary's Hospital
konkuk University
Chonnam National University

subtotal  15 institutions

China Tsinghua University
Shanghai Jiaotong University 
affiliated Shanghai First People’s 
Hospital
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Peking University
Peking Union Medical College Hospital
CTEC
Xijing Hospital
Prince of Wales Hospital
University of Hong Kong
Zhejiang University 
Fudan University Zhongshan Hospital 

subtotal  11 institutions

Taiwan Taipei Veterans General Hospital
Taichung Veterans General Hospital
National Taiwan University
National Central University 
Taipei Medical University
Kaohsiung Medical University Chung-HO 
Memorial Hospital

subtotal  6 institutions

America University of Hawaii
Stanford University
Florida International University
University of California, Irvine
University of Wisconsin
Medical University of South Carolina

subtotal  6 institutions

Australia Flinders University
The Australian National University
Concord Hospital
Royal North Shore Hospital
Royal Brisbane Hospital
WestmeadHospital 

subtotal  6 institutions) 

Tele-Medicine Development Center of Asia TEMDEC

24.FEB.2012

Medical Institutions Universities *Only connected by H323 or Vidyo.
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Nation Medical Institution

Thailand Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University
Chulalongkorn University
Rajavithi Hospital
Pramongkutklao Hospital

subtotal  4 institutions

Singapole
Singapore National University

subtotal  1 institution

Vietnam National Hospital of Pediatrics
BachMai Hospital
Hospital No 108
Choray Hospital
Viet Duc Hospital
Hue University Hospital*

subtotal  6 institutions

Indonesia Institut Teknologi Bandung
University of Indonesia

subtotal  2 institutions

Philippines University of the Philippines Diliman
University of the Philippines  Manila
Advanced Science and Technology Institute 
Veterans Memorial Medical Center
Philippine Heart Center in Manila 

subtotal  5 institution

Malaysia University of Malaya
University Malaysia Sabah*
Hospital Tengku Ampuan Afzan Kuantan*
National University of Malaysia*

subtotal  4 institution) 

India Tata Memorial Hospital
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Medical 
University
Asian Institute of Gastroenterology
The Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences

subtotal 4 institution

Germany University Medical Center Hamburg-
Eppendorf

subtotal  1 institution) 

France Universite Bordeaux 2
Paul Brosse Hospital

subtotal  2 institutions

Italy Roma Tre University
Monaldi Hospital

subtotal  2 institutions

New 
Zealand 

Auckland University
subtotal  1 institution

Medical Institutions Universities

Total : 27 Nations  134 institutions

Medical Institutions Universities

Medical institutions connection list
of telemedicine 2/3

Tele-Medicine Development Center of Asia TEMDEC

24.FEB.2012

Nation Medical Institution

Czech Czech Technical University of Prague
Central Military Hospital in Prague
Masaryk Hospital Usti nad Labem

subtotal  3 institutions 

Spain Hospital Clinic I Provincial De Barcelona
University of Malaga
World Institute for Digestive Endoscopy 

Research in Barcelona 
subtotal  3 institutions

Egypt
Cairo University

subtotal  1 institution

Norway
St Olavs University Hospital

subtotal  1 institution

Brazil
University San Paolo Ribeirão Preto

subtotal  1 institution)

Mexico Universidad Nacional Autonoma de 
Mexico

subtotal  1 institution)

Morocco
Mohamed V Souissi University

subtotal  1 institution)

South
Africa University of the capetown

subtotal  1 institution

Fiji
Fiji National University*

subtotal  1 institution

United 
Kingdom All Nations Centre, Cardiff*

subtotal  1 institution

*Only connected by H323 or Vidyo.
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Nation Institution

Japan Fukuoka International Congress Center
ACROS Fukuoka
Pacifico Yokohama
Akihabara DAIBIRU
Fukuoka Sunpalace
National Institute of Information and 
Communications Technology

Sapporo Convention Center
West Japan General Exhibition Center
ShonanVillage Center
APAN-JP Tokyo office
Vidyo Japan*

subtotal  11 institutions

Korea Hotel Inter-Burgo in Daegu
Grand Hilton Seoul Hotel
Korea Telecom
Lotte Hotel Seoul
Shilla Hotel Souel
Sheraton Grande Walkerhill Seoul

subtotal  6 institutions

China Sheraton Xian Hotel
Beijing International Congress Center
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition 
Centre 
Johnson & Johnson Beijing 

subtotal  4 institution

Taiwan The Howard Plaza Hotel Taipei
Grand Hi-Lai Hotel

subtotal  2 institutions

America Seattle Science Foundation
Hyatt Regency San Antonio
Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel

subtotal  3 institution

Australia Hilton Cairns Hotel
venue of AARNet3 launch ceremony
Medic Vision Australia
CSIRO ICT Centre
AARNET Sydney Office
InterContinental Sydney
Hilton Sydney Hotel 

subtotal  7 institutions

Thailand Amari Watergate Hotel
Queen Sirikit National  Convention Center
The Empress Convention Centre 

subtotal  3 institutions

Nation Institution

Vietnam ASEM venue in Halong Bay 
Melia Hanoi Hotel and Convention 

Center 
National Agency for Science and 
Technology Information (NASATI)

subtotal  3 institution)

Philippines Edsa Shangri-la Hotel
subtotal  1 institution

Malaysia MYREN-NOC
Berjaya Times Square Hotel

subtotal  2 institutions

India ERNET Mumbai
ERNET New Delhi
India Habitat Centre

subtotal  3 institution

Italy GARR-NOC
Auditorium del Massimo

subtotal  2 institutions)

Belgium TERENA venue in Bruges
subtotal  1 institution

New Zealand Millennium Hotel  Queenstown
subtotal  1 institution)

Egypt Theodor Bilharz Research Institute
subtotal  1 institution)

Czech Clarion Congress Hotel 
CESNET

subtotal  2 institution)

Lithuania Reval Hotel Lietu
subtotal  1 institution)

Chile Red Universitaria Nacional
REUNA

subtotal  1 institution)

The Other institutions 

Total
30 Nations 

188 institutions

Medical institutions connection list
of telemedicine(3/3

Tele-Medicine Development Center of Asia TEMDEC

The Other Institutions
Total : 18 Nations  54 institutions

24.FEB.2012

*Only connected by H323 or Vidyo.
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