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Summary

This paper analyzes empirically the factors influencing pesticide and fertilizer use,
and examines the possibility of reducing widely the application rates of such inputs,
using a case study from Kyushu, western Japan. A regression procedure shows that the
elasticities of production of the two inputs are approximately zero or even negative since
1975, implying these inputs have been obviously overused. Consequently, it is possible
to reduce widely the use of the two inputs without or with only less production or in-
come loss.





