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As to the name of the heroine, | can hardly express what subtlety of
thought made me decide upon giving her a cold name; but, at first, |
called her “Lucy Snowe” (spelt wit an “e”); which Snowe | afterwards
changed to “Frost.” Subsequently, I rather regretted the change, and
wished it “Snowe” again. If not too late, | should like the alteration to be
made now throughout the MS. A cold name she must have; partly,
perhaps, on the “lucus a non lucendo” principle —partly on that of the

“fitness of things,” for she has about her an external coldness.”
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Oh, my childhood! I had feelings: passive as I lived, little as I spoke, old
as | looked, when | thought of past days, | could feel. About the present,
it was better to be stoical; about the future — such a future as mine —to be
dead. And in catalepsy and a dead trance, | studiously held the quick of

my nature.”
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stirred up a craving cry | could not satisfy”, 121) [

I did long, achingly, then and for four-and-twenty hours afterwards, for
something to fetch me out of my present existence, and lead me upwards
and onwards. This longing, and all of a similar kind, it was necessary to
knock on the head. (121)
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But another decree was written. It seemed | must be stimulated into
action. | must be goaded, driven, stung, forced to energy. My little
morsel of human affection, which | prized as if it were a solid pearl,
must melt in my fingers and slip thence like a dissolving hailstone. My
small adopted duty must be snatched from my easily contented

conscience. | had wanted to compromise with Fate: to escape occasional
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great agonies by submitting to a whole life of privation and small pains.
Fate would not so be pacified; nor would Providence sanction this

shrinking sloth and cowardly indolence. (42)
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a cruel sense of desolation pained my mind: a feeling that make its way,
rush out, or kill me like (...) the current which passes through the heart,
and which, if aneurism or any other morbid cause obstructs its natural

channels, seeks abnormal outlet. (206)
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the mere relief of communication in an ear which was human and
sentiment, yet consecrated — the mere pouring out of some portion of
long accumulating, long pent-up pain into a vessel whence it could not

be again diffused — had done me good. | was already solaced. (179)
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“If life be a war, it seemed my destiny to conduct it single-handed.
...Perhaps, to effect this change, another pitched battle must be
fought with fortune; if so, I had a mind to encounter: too poor to
lose, God might destine me to gain. But what road was open?-what
plan available?” (329)
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‘...be content to labour for independence until you have proved, by
winning that prize, your right to look higher. But afterwards, is
there nothing more for me in life — no true home- nothing to be
dearer to me than myself, and by its paramount preciousness, to
draw from me better things than I care to culture for myself only?
Nothing, at whose feet I can willingly lay down the whole burden
of human egotism, and gloriously take up the nobler charge of

labouring and living for others?’ (400-01)
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there would be recesses in my mind which would be only mine, to which
he never came; and sentiments growing there fresh and sheltered, which
his austerity could never blight, nor his measured warrior-march trample
down. But as his wife — at his side always, and always restrained, and
always checked — forced to keep the fire of my nature continually low, to
compel it to burn inwardly and never utter a cry, though the imprisoned

flame consumed vital after vital — this would be unendurable. (470)
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Was this feeling dead? | do not know, but it was buried. Sometimes |
thought the tomb unquiet, and dreamed strangely of disturbed earth, and

of hair, still golden and living, obtruded through coffin-chinks. (401)
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| kept a place for him [Graham] too [...] I think it was like the tent of
Peri-Banou. All my life long I carried it folded in the hollow of my hand — yet,
released from that hold and constriction, | know not but its innate capacity for

expanse might have magnified it into a tabernacle for a host. (505)
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And now the three years are past: M. Emanuel’s [M. Paul’s] return is
fixed. It is Autumn;

he is to be with me ere the mists of November come. (545)
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My school flourishes, my house is ready: | have made him a little library,
filled its shelves with the books he left in my care: | have cultivated out
of love for him (I was naturally no florist) the plants he preferred, and
some of them are yet in bloom. I thought I love him when he went away;

I love him now in another degree; he is more my own. (545)
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The sun passes the equinox; the days shorten, the leaves grow sere; but
he is coming.
Frosts appear at night; November has sent his fogs in advance; the wind

takes its autumn moan; but he is coming. (545)
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“l possess just now the hours, the thoughts, the hopes of my youth. | renew the
love of my life — its only love — almost its only affection” (44) 0 OO0 OO0 OO
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‘[...] let me reflect why it was taken from me? For what crime was |
condemned, after twelve months of bliss, to undergo thirty years of
sorrow?’... ‘I cannot — cannot see the reason; yet at this hour | can say
with sincerity, what | never tied to say before — Inscrutable God, Thy
will be done! And at this moment I can believe that death will restore me
to Frank.” (44)
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I think from this day | am about to enter a better frame of mind, to
prepare myself for reunion with Frank. You see I still think of Frank
more than of God; and unless it be counted that in thus loving the
creature so much, so long, and so exclusively, | have not at least
blasphemed the Creator, small is my chance of salvation. What do you

think, Lucy, of these things? Be my chaplain and tell me.” (46)
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| speak of a time gone by: my hair which till a late period withstood the frosts of
time, lies now at last, white, under a white cap, like snow beneath snow” (51) 111
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