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A Plan for Developing Human Capital in the Field of Care as Part of
the East Asian Community Formation by Japan-South Korea Cooperation
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OGAWA, Takeo

(Professor, Kumamoto Gakuen University, Affiliated faculty member, Kyushu University Asia Center)

Abstract

The population has been aging rapidly in East Asia. Japan and South Korea have already established new
social insurance systems for caring for the elderly. The social risk for numerous older persons supported by
a decreasing workforce is expected to gradually increase. Regions should coordinate their resources to ad-
dress his risk. Mutual recognition of the qualification of human capital for caring is one such resource. The
East Asian Community will be difficult to establish if every country maintains its particular qualification sys-
tem. Countries should follow the example of Japan and South Korea in establishing a common qualification
system for care workers to facilitate their migration. Exchange programs that will educate care workers, to
learn and to understand both the cultures and traditions in health care in Japan and South Korea must there-
fore be promoted.

Key words : Human Capital in the Field of Care, Qualification System, East Asia, Japan-South Korea Cooperation,
The Second Transition of the Population
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