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Misora Hibari and musical movies in the occupation period;
the relationship between the copy and the original
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Abstract

Yoichiro SHIMADA

Misora Hibari (1937-89), one of Japan’s best-known singers in the postwar years, began singing in
1949, when she was only 12 years old. She appeared in film for the first time at age 12. The first period
of her musical activities overlaps with the occupation period from September 1945 to April 1952. Hibari
sings songs of other established singers in many japanese musical movies. Her performances fostered her
reputation as one who doesn’t imitate others, even as she imitates others. This apparently paradoxical
reputation raises the problem of the copy and the original that has been much discussed in the theory of
art in Europe.

This paper attempts to show that the relation between the copy and the original in Hibari is not a
dichotomous one, but one of complementarity. The first chapter examines disparities between the adult
singing of Hibari and her girlish appearance in films; the second chapter discusses the characteristic
elements of Hibari’s singing in musical movies; and the third chapter considers the issue of copy and

original in relation to the concept of mimesis that lies at the root of this problem.
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