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ABSTRACTS

ARTICLES

“Holy Priest” Unge and the literati of Nakatsu
Unge Daigan (1773-1850), alias Suehiro Unge, a renowned priest and artist,

was born in the Mantoku Temple of Takeda (Bungo Province). He grew up in
the the Koen Temple of nearby Hita, and from 1791 he served as chief priest of
the Shoyo Temple in Nakatsu (Buzen Province) . He later moved to Kyoto where
he became head teacher of the Takakura Academy (Jodoshinshi, Otani
faction) . This study focusses on Unge’s activities in Nakatsu, which have not
been clarified yet, in contrast to his later life and achievements. The study is
based on the “Unge Manuscript” (Unge so6) with Chinese-style poems, in
conjunction with additional biographical source material of local literati and
physicians, such as Okudaira Uzan, Tanaka Shinpei, Sogi Bokusd, Matsukawa
Hokusho, Karashima Shoan, and Hachijo Hanpa. This study presents two
unpublished autographs kept by the City of Nakatsu.

The physician Murakami Genshu and the “Commentary on

Master Sorai”
One book among various texts used by the scholar Ko Kappa (1724-1776) drew

the attention of Murakami Genshu (1745-1818) who, like his forefathers,
enjoyed years of freedom and studies before serving as a physician to the
Nakatsu Clan. This was a commentary of the famous “Master Sorai’s Principles
of Study” (Sorai sensei gakusoku), printed in 1744 under the title “Examination
of Master Sorai’s Principles of Study” (Sorai sensei gakusoku kai). Murakami
Genshu copied the complete text into a notebook (Muraigaku-sho). He also
carefully added remarks on its contents made by Ko. The date at the end of his
copy (1769) shows that Murakami was in his mid-twenties at that time. Ko, a
descendant of a naturalized Chinese, had studied under Ishijima Chikuba (1708
—-1758), and after years of peregrination started a private academy in Kyoto in
1767. Therefore, Murakami may well have been one of his disciples.

In contrast to his later years as a personal physician to Lord Okudaira of
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Nakatsu, little is known about the process of young Murakami’s intellectual
formation. The abovementioned text, together with his “Lecture notes on the
Lunyu” (Rongo kikigaki), suggests a strong influence of Confucianism as
interpreted by Ogyt Sorai.

On the books owned by the Nakatsu Clan and the domain

school Shinshukan
Among the large number of books and manuscripts accumulated by the

physicians of the Oe family during the Edo period, there is an inconspicuous
manuscript entitled “Honourable Book Collection” (go zosho) with a register of
501 books that were once kept by the Nakatsu Clan (Nakatsu Han) . As can be
seen from the titles, education and scholarship in Nakatsu were based on the
two pillars of “Chinese Studies” and “Japanese Studies.” Special attention was
also paid to subjects such as Shintdo, Buddhism, and astronomy. Marginalia and
other memos show that these books not only circulated among clan officials but
were also available to the local population. Thirty-seven titles were used in the
domain school Shinshiikan. This manuscript sheds light on the management and
usage of official book collections and the intellectual environment in Nakatsu.

RESEARCH NOTE

Booksellers and publishing houses in Edo- and Meiji-period
Nakatsu

During the 17th century, books became a commodity in Japan, and soon a
network of printers and sellers spread all over the archipelago. An investigation
of bibliographical data in Edo- and Meiji-period publications revealed the
existence of several book merchants and publishers in the domain of Nakatsu,
indicating a high level of literacy and intellectual curiosity, even in such a

sparsely populated rural region.
The activities of a 17th-century merchant called Koji Jubei, who started selling

books shortly after the establishment of the domain, did not last long, whereas
Umezu Juhei’s activities can be traced from the 18th to the early 20th century.
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When it came to books promoting certain medicaments, the trading house
Harima offered package deals. This family, together with Lord Kuroda Yoshitaka,
alias Kanbei (1546-1604), once came to Nakatsu from Harima and accumulated
considerable wealth and influence. Matsuba Sakubei’s activities in the late Edo-
period book market ended after a few titles. The Umezus in particular were often
involved in the publishing process itself. As can be gleaned from a considerable
number of books, there were large-scale groups of merchants who engaged in
joint publications. This diminished the financial risks and linked remote local
markets to the great publishing houses in Kyoto, Osaka, and Edo. For several
generations, the Umezu family was part of such a network.

The educational boom during the Meiji period, largely induced by Fukuzawa
Yukichi (1835-1901) and Obata Tokujiro (1842-1905), who were both raised in
the domain of Nakatsu, led to a further expansion of the book market and a new
local rival called Noyori Rekizo. Similarly to the Umezu family, he also
participated in publication projects.

The biographies of two influential historical figures are linked to these two
provincial bookstores. The first is that of Noyori Rekizd’s nephew Noyori
Hideichi, alias Shuichi (1885-1968), who took refuge in his uncle’s house
during his high school years and later became a widely known nationalist
journalist and politician. The second is that of Umezu Yoshijiro (1882-1949),
who after his father’s death decided to pursue a career in the Imperial Army.
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