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Rapid techniques for zircon separation and the application for U-Pb dating
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1. [IUIC

IAED GRS OFEE, TR L CER
72REOMBUT, — SRS 2 5 BT O AEAHE 2 7T
BE & L7z GERL. 1998) . SRk HALO FFT AT 12 &
BAEMRMEIR, IEROFESM R/ LD 0zl L
FHEMRMEE (74 v 7 a r GRERKAr 4% %
E) AT, W OpDF AT 5N D, [F—hk T
WIZRZZRHNZIER L7z F A A ¥ 2 & OHWIcR L
T, 7714 Y TORERMBEORIRIE, T DOBRBOHEN
Vx5 5 M B SA R BRI R & 2 ) 2 58489 5o UK

Haple LT, BIEREZRA + »EE5HET (SHRIMP)
RV =W —EURFES ST T XA Emaiet (LA-
ICP-MS) # W/ v a o U-PhERMEIX. Tk
T OHIR AR E A DT E SO WE RPN 7%
R AE D726 L7z (Bl 21E. Froude et al, 1983),
INaAYIIT T ERELERMETIIEALE LRV,
KB a3 & OHER S (8B A 2 & £ 105 B
T THDH, F72. WAWEHE - L2 EH T 572
B, % OBEMAEN M E REEL7-F TERIEH R
KEVER 7 E OB FAA XY M X o> THZICHE
35 (FEM. 1998 5 A, 2005 ; B4 315 2008)
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L7223o T, P)varyUPhHERIE. &5 HIRIZ 5T
LEADVRETEWEFNA XY MOBEREZRRT 572
OOIFFITHRSI 2y — &% 5 (Fl21E, Osanal et al,
2013).

U ayUPhAERRIEZITI G, —RITEARE
AEPSEHEWEDEEL, YvarEtT 5, B
THEOFHEIZN L OPBITF SN D55, & V7258
PO ER L TWDLFETH D EWHEE (LILENS
~4AFIBOEREHCT, BRI EZERL Y QHED
INE VIR E HEORE VESWICSEET 5 FEET
HDH BzIE, HEIFEIZ2, 1992) RFFE. HIOH
WIS L CEBEOLELZHETE L 26, EIYD
AT kA M OSEECHRASN TS, 20—
FC B OMAL AR R DD T 4 vy
) Y TICFMAENDL IR, HRIEETH ZFTEDON
IRz @ fEtB L Oma X M RESE LT
fef s T &7z (. 1971 ; /NBIZA 1974 ; I
2y 1992), Tk LT, BH - AT (1956) 13EHE
VT, KEB L OB OAIZL T, Yvaro
SHENTRETH H T L AR LT ATk, BH - EA
M (1956) OFFEEA G R LYV a3y oRE 5T
a8 L. LA-ICP-MS % Hl\» 72 v 2 & U-Pb £ E D
BB %NS %o

2. 2N AVBRDI=HDFEFBER L K ORTLIE

AT OERIIOY V3 > ol - fi E @Y v a
YOy ME. GTORLEIZG~ 7 v+ OFEHEF
BELOY VI DAY —FIVItytr A (CL) §0H
BOTENS %5 (Fig la)e A THHTLI VTV
MHSEEE L. (D SETBIEB L UOBHROoD AT T
e, (2) #HeB X OERENT I X 2 kB o ek, (3)
Y — o — R BN LS & 2 B & R 4Bk (4)
WeEB X OB IME T IC L 5V v a v ofhiti vy T
B2 514 (Fig 1b) o PATICNEZ 18> TR T %o

(a)

Making a sample for analysis

@ Rapid techniques for zircon separation

® Mounting zircons

Preprocessing for analysis

® Mirror polishing the mount

@ Observing CL images of zircons

(b)

(1) Checking zircons and making slabs
@ Observing a thin section
@ Cutting a sample into 5-10 mm thickness slabs
O To check roughly amount of zircons in the sample

O To make the sample easy to be crushed

(2) Crushing & sieving
@ Crushing slabs using a stamp mill
@ Sieving with #60 mesh (350 pm)

O To make a powdered sample

(3) Elutriation & panning with a beaker
O To remove dusts & fine particles

O To separate into heavy minerals & light minerals

(4) Magnetic separation & panning with a watch glass
@ Magnetic separation using neodymium magnet
O To separate magnetic minerals from heavy minerals

O To extract zircons from other heavy minerals

Fig.1. Flow chart of the procedure. (a) Whole
procedure before analyzing zircons. (b) The
procedure of the rapid techniques for zircon
separation. Solid and open circles show
additional information about the operation and
the purpose, respectively.
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EENLEI VAL OEBLURHENS., WETRER DIV
a¥ (B30 u mPL Lo 2 #0) 2155 201214
R E RAEL D, /20 VFUREFIA b, TN
AN, NEWE R EOBESEWOFEEZHERT L L
T, EHEWHHEOESWRREIIZT VT s L b ITE
T 2% HEET So

WIS, D7 DHIZ5~10mmDESOHIRA T 7
VRS 50 A7 EBIRY % 124 (8200 g) OFE
PRV, REHRCEINL YV DR EE L THIE
THEARET D, WIKA T 7R ESF2E VL
LA A=A —IZ AN, BEERmICHE LT IRE
ZHY B 72012, BBDSEaICBR N 5 F TREKE A
TUBE RS AT o D MBEEIEE L. TOH%E —
I —HDOKE ANWEZ Do BARIZ, 54rHOBEWBE
a2 3T AL T3 7205, KOE Y ez WiaidE
IMTHEEAT ). PEdiR. BYWORAZ 2Dl —
H—DH%ETVIFKANTE) . ERHHESEL720
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2. 1. 2. BRrEXIUEENT

B OB IE, SUHIRFE R A B et & S el 7 be
BREEZBEERFI O Nitto B 2 4 > 7 3 )L ANS-143 %! % ff
M L7z (Fig 2)o 72, BrRBE O3 T 3R ERT
BB X OV %8 (¢ 150mm X 45mm) B L N =F 7
FH60 X v ¥ 2 (HBE 350 u m) # Hv7zo B L O
BT O TR T, WA OMIZ, it 20 %,
AFYTINVHAT Y LAT A (L, W RA), A%~
FINVHATF L ANy — (LB, Nor<—), AT~
LAY AD T L (Uth. TLFE), #604 v 2, F
D FI, VyNR—fFER)E TSR —E D
(Fig. 3)o
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Fig.3. The tools for crushing with the stamp mill and
sieving.
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TR Y TINICEY T b, AF U TINVDEY A< —
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P RICHE Do MR % B 5o BT 2.
AY T INEEESETTAZI) BT,

WIT, #60 Ay v 2 Zfit L D DL REDDOF A XU
I, Xy adikd &) IZERIC Sk AAD, 2
TR EHAEDE TR AZIED . 7 AR OB L 726k %
BilCREL, 2 LTHOICHICET 2, Ay v azilb
FH o 7R FIE T ADHIZR Ly #i7z 12 CElE ok
AT TR 2~3KT AZAN, bk L7z L AR A
eaAT9 o MIRA T 7% & THIET E 2 T T & g
JERBEDELIT

Wies X OEREN T 2. AdBRE OB RRE % 1
LHITAE=H =BT, TIAL—=—H—12I3TIHNR
ALZBWEIZ, TCRETVIFANTEEZT L, Fo
EEIIHHEL#60 Ay 2k &bz, HEES
REN Yy N E R EICANRET S,

2. 1. 3. E—H—KEBKXUOE—H—HiHT

WRRKEIZILOEY) ZFL ¥ —% — (L, PE
V—F—) £E2LF T A —H —% H W\ COkEES X O
#3217 (Fig 4)0

2 L glass beaker 1 L plastic beaker

Fig.4. The tools for the elutriation and panning.
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DIEH R IZED B 72012, Fig. 5ad X ) IZPEY —
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Fig.5. Photographs showing how to hold a plastic
beaker during panning. (a) In case of spinning
a beaker. (b) In case of shaking a beaker.
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FFORETAEDLLMZATHEDLHLIICPEL —
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IZKZHETH, ZOH, PEY—4—%90° LI R Tat
HFrETBE 2w ) ICEET L. B2 4R RS
(10g#fE) F T OBMELBDY KT, ZOTRTHEZ
LR LEBES & ROTRETEENI T THBEL 1T
% EOBEENNDLOTEET b,

2. 1. 4. BRHLOEEIEENT
KTACE, Y AR, BFHIL, 250, A4 A
MoOEUTE FAS IV, KBEROASTIL S X

AR AR MLV (Bg,. #Y AR V) 2Hv 5 (Fig 6)o

Poly bottle including water

Evaporative dish
Glove (polyvinyl chloride)

Dropper

Neodymium
Watch glass

magnet Aluminum foil

Fig.6. The tools for magnetic separation and panning
with a watch glass.
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PESEY) % FIHICHL) B < 7202 3 4 ¥ ATA 7 R ) T4
THEV, R FEERS TR T VLA DEHE S
(e s I el P L o | R L B M@= R I B A
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CHNS. ZNSOEWIA LY AAICTIEFELNT
fHET 50 f175 LML, R FEE2 5+ D L1
ADONLERINOKIGRE L TEET S, 20%. BU
A F T AAER) FHETE) . A4 T LA IEEEHS
LA, REoRIE2E28ICLTEHPL. TA
NAME RS A S D S OFEE SRR
MWD 72 { %2 B FTHYELIT o

[ y\r\ | | /
e
Fig.7. Photograph showing how to separate heavy
and light minerals using a watch glass.
White arrow shows the movement of light
minerals after panning. The areas surrounded
by a dash line and a solid line are mainly
composed by light and heavy minerals,

respectively.

WIS, BEEHILCHENT 2179 o KETloKOEEZ AR
A4 FRRYKRMVTHREL 2, BEMILEZER L 2064
L3 oM<, ME#HC LI L TREZIZT S (Fig
7o ZOBEIIBVT, K& H) ST F IS 2
L0, FOMIERAETAHEWIEEICELEN PS5, B
CHREH L 72 0E0i s o — & AR A b CTHVELY fEESL
MDA > TWABZEFEMIIET, KR MVTHLKEN
Z. AEEFHORRICED L, PR R ETS
O OBMERFEITHY BT, Ok, BMEEOE B
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BRI T2 0% HERT 5o il i OB I HRAT L 728k
Wikr & ARA B TRGELY . FIORETILICEE L BAMEE T
TBET 2, EFHFA M, VFIV, AT x— >, EEE
[ZDWTCIE, BERHIBEEN S CHUD B 3R CTH 5,
EDH, Vva oM LFEEOESY L ARRDO bk
W AEREETIIBEEN T 24T LT BV TOFEIC L
0. BEENT B S 305 THItM L7z v a y ofl%
Fig. 812/R ¥,

WA, SNETOTHRTHEELZDDRERSET
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Fig.8. Photograph of separated zircons from a
metaigneous rock. Scale bar is 0.5 mm.

BT L LB, BEIDOAN 572 E— A — 12T [,
I % O EHEM DA o T 2SI [E],
DNV VB AL TWBEEFEMIZIE [Zm] &FE L, T
RANVTHLBEMAZEC L) I1I2#FE %2 L, 110CHERE
ANTHERESE D, PHLLEIHEL, BRS¢
Bo WS Eth. VT VIIREMIZ, FOMOES
Wi 7B, BT v S &R IR
LIRET %,

2. 2. X7V MERK
Pharoxyy b RERT 72012, £, BHRE
REMESET CNHAY FEY ZI2ED IV aroihr
%o PUHRFEARBARE TR F R BE LB & S0 %e
PEBRBEA B @ Olympus #SZX 12 % F\v 72, 2L
FETMHIZSER D DI Fig 9allR_kdT#) THbH, Vv
DV ERGRDFHEHEZERD L7202, ¥ 7V boRz S
TAR (KI5 x5 x Lem?®) opcEE, BoONHZ <
Vv ThTh, W, BHEOMBTOT VYR
YT AELD, HIARETOLEREOY IV L DORELE
AR L 20N R S v, EODIC. H T ARDE
BTt B EFWTRETHMEZRD, Ny FEy »
DRIV INVa yORLEREZ / — MIEEd . &P
Wiy —NVE<T7 Y PORID HREBY A XYY,
SRS WL T T AR S, Vv a vz~
5720121 X 10mm* O R &2~ A7 ZHEL, 7
T AW S o TIRFIEEP OV IV T v DIRAZB
Clzd, Y —LVoOWllz, =¥ ) —VEMfITFFLY
17 TRE, TOBREREET D, T FAY —% 14
R E 2T 7o, FURFERBBEHE T TI I 2 LA %o Tk
WHTERRT Do MNEDKE LT FAY — THHRE DT
ot BEMICEE LYV Ty R/NETY Y — LIZIE
AL ICEEICET, 2L T Wft&stcyrar
BNV FEY 7 L, HIARD EIZHRD, TR, 1l
FEEOEICROMEDTL LI VA 2HweT R

o TN MIERMICEAEH TR ISR VETTEL
Rt T EBAAE L THEY NI VIZERTHDT,
BT A MET VT ORINZIERICHEATH B, /N
Y RE Yy 7T R ORT 2/ NETROMITE T,
Ty — LRNEERER LI HETT IR YN T R
Th, BORROY VI ENY FE Y 7§ AL,
ROV VAV EFRFEALZVE I, YA FRHIOM
BIZED LT bR EROBEXIT) o &EIC, <
27D, 7Y FORE RESTRICEDE T Y
Y INORIE T T ARIRE R L BESE D,

w2, BREZH T~ v P 2IERT 5. HRIE
Struers # Specifix-40 % H\ 720 F OB, BFKFE,
Moy 7, B ORE) . Tk %E Fv 72 (Fig. 9b)s
B RFE % HWTH T v 712 Specifix-40 D E 5 g & il
fb#I 2 g% ANT, BB CHBS M5BT 2. B
S5OMHEKERIANIKT DD R F- 728, Bikz -~y ~
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Fig.9. The tools for mounting zircons. (a) The tools
for handpicking zircons. (b) The tools for
making a mixed resin to mount zircons.
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FORENZH LAt Y03 v ORBORIEREY KL 72
DT BHRFLARBERBEE T 72255 TR CA50E % 3D B
o 2O, BIREEXFE D 2729012, 50T HREZRO I
HTAIME AN, ZOB, ¥ v bOROEEHTHN
LA IBIRSREN D 720, TV IRV TRz
el E v, FHUEEE, SEICELLTW2 D%
BLtE, 7y bR T, 2O, v
MR = VIMET LI ENLE WV, 20720, Tl
DY —=VERLTIYT Y IO — IV ETRERREY R
T

2. 3. YU NOEEME

FHEIER G, EFEME T TV Y E2BIET S
720\, U MO EFEHTET 5, 9. w7~
FEES AmmIZEI Y. Z oYW % 8004 & 1200# @
WIEAAK CFHIC 2 2 T CHHEY 5, BEMEPEEH. 3
um#% 4 Y& FR—=Z b (DPX— A b : Struers#) &
WA (MD/DP-Dur) %/ LWfEE L 72#. 1um DP
=2 EREA (MD/DP-Mol) % i Fi L % i if & 4
o WIZ, YNV OHLHHZFERNET 525, Y
YHENDHISIEX ) LR vzdil, TOHE A
4 2 BN E AR (30r/min) THEMAZ RV E )2
WES 5, 72 KEPETOBIZEIZL Y. HIEO#ITE
WERT 5. £3. 6um DPR— 2 b LKEA (MD/
DP-Largo) # W T, Y a v ofRfas A5 $ T
M+ 5, %I, 3um DPX— X b & MD/DP-Largo
THE L., KESOY N a >y ofgeliE s 2 F T
95, wiEIZ, 1um DPX— A I & MD/DP-Mol THlf
JELCH RS SEHER. S8t jKahbtTyva
YOBEBEEHRY ., VL3 OUEYOFERL KR IZHT
V5 IS A R S o

2. 4. JLaA>OHY—KILIZvEAGOERER
DNy ONIEERT A0, Va0
HY—FVItytr A (CL) %85+ %5, CLIGHE
FTUE UM KRFER B Bt & bW S B B 5 42 B)
HMNZH B T 3N F— B X R 2 5 L7
EARIE M (AR A3 JSM5310S-JED 2140)
(SEM-EDS) B & UFGatan % Mini CL % fi\>72. HEififf
L~y v M EBEREEHR, o - E T HEZER
%18 (SVC-700TM/700-2 (TMP+RP) ) T FEHEA L.
SEM-EDS-CLZHWTY VvaryoCLE# T 5, —
IS, CLE»SHYOMEREYBIET 5 2 L0 HE
TH b (FEH. 2002). D—F% Fig. 10127587 L7ze A
FCARLZZY VT i, KIBGRED b OV 2 4 &
7 N — Rk (RBRAEEE) 2R, Fo, A

WITEREREWY ZFHBEDOENDL VT VITLERED
WE. T 2bbEBMOMEFENA Ny PPELZ L
#RE$ 5 (Fig 10), CLEBIZOMIZ, EHIZHE T
ANy OaEWHHIUESEM-EDS 12 & 5 BT
THHFREEZ T 5o

Fig.10. Cathodoluminescence (CL) images of zircons.
CL images provide some information about the
process to form minerals. Scale bar is 50 um.

3. LAICP-MSIC& 22O U-PoEMARE D
BRI

SATEREHIRE S — v g v ¥ — R LE RSO 7 T
A7 A=)y =R MT 5 RERFRRIRTERS (B
5 0 90010918) Td b0 T DFE D T 4 M LY
& BER U EA. BEA AKRTH L. BT
WelLTynvar, 780 4~ REVEWIRRO S
% (Fig. 11)o FHE~MEOBELIZEMAY L.
I EZ 72 MK CHERZ RS 7)) RAFRO 5
Nbo HH ETIIER~FARTHEAZ IV T »H 54
DERBobh, EIZERER, A, 7P EA. A%
DEFEYELTEL TS,

HEACHE LTI R AR AR BE Fe et & AL FE B B

BRI 5, T A e,
ﬂ”ﬁlﬁﬁaiwﬁbﬁ'{gﬁu 1
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Fig.11. Photomicrograph of sample 90010918.
Subhedral to anhedral biotites show gneissose
texture. Scale bar shows 1 mm. Abbreviations of
minerals are as follows: Bt, biotite; Kfs,
K-feldspar; PI, plagioclase; Qz, quartz; Ap,
apatite.
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5% 22 B R P O Agilent #7500 cx VU 2 A% # ICP-MS B &
FNew Wave Research# UP-213 Nd-YAG L —H#—%
R L7z 77 FH: 13 Adachi et al. (2012) 129E - 720

WEROFEIRXI0UM TH b, AY ¥ F—FILar
Temora (417 Ma; Black et al, 2003) & R {R L OHGIE
DO, AF ¥ —FY)arFC1 (1099 Ma;

Paces and Miller, 1993) # [RALfKIL R ERME D IEFE S %
data-point error ellipses are 2 091 876

569+19 Ma

058 ‘g

90010918 (Bleikskoltane)
0.102 | Bt gneissose granite

0.098

208pp, 238
o
=
Y

0.090

0918_8
576x16 Ma

> 0.38
/ Concordia Age = 568.1 * 4.2 Ma (n=25)
MSWD (of concordance) = 0.21,
Probability (of concordance) = 0.65 ’

0.62 0.66 0.70 0.78 0.82 0.86 0.90f

207pg',72435U

Fig.12.Concordia diagram with CL images for
representative zircon grains analyzed by LA-
ICP-MS U-Pb dating. Each analysis spot is
labeled with analysis number, 2°°Pb/2*U age
with 2 o error and Th/U ratio. Scale bar is 50
um.

AT 572D\ v72, NIST SRM-611 475 A A% »
F— FiZ Th/UlL % Pesgd % 7201 fivi7ze FALRIES
7 (2 0) OFMAIZ GLITTER (Griffin et al, 2008) %
Wizo BB, AvA-—TATRBLYI Yy a—T 1 T
R OH A Z Isoplot 3.70 (Ludwig, 2008) & A7,
RFEWOZPERFB LT a—7 1 7, HER

% Fig. 12, Table 1 IZZNEINRT, SHEEHO IV
I EEEEAF20-120um & 0 . 5% B O 8
R HAEN 7R R o CLIETIZAEREED Y IV
IR A VT M) — R ESIE L A DYV
I TR NIz (Fig 12). TIva ¥ 258055 25 il
EL. 568.1*4.2Ma (MSWD=0.21) »a>a—%
MMERAE SN (Fig 12). SARER,. Yvarof
KRR WEBHLIE D & 2 OFERUIDAT AT L 72Kk
WEHOENRTHLEEZOND, HEfit— Loy 5—
A UHIZ BT, S EE S L7z KA AR IS Shiraishi et
al. (2008) B & UF Adachi et al. (2013) OHiih & FFIAYT
H5o

Table 1. LA-ICP-MS U-Pb isotope ratios and calculated ages of zircons from sample 90010918.

Analysis Isotopic ratios and errors (26) Calculated ages and errors (Ma, 26) U Discordant
No.  pp*U  error Pb°U  error oAU error 2VPHAU error (%)
0918-1 0.08937  0.00280  0.72998  0.03286 552 17 557 19 0.32 1
0918-2 0.08899  0.00270  0.72589  0.03050 550 16 554 18 0.46 1
0918-3 0.09291  0.00298  0.75620  0.03728 573 18 572 22 0.70 0
0918-4 0.09633  0.00304 0.78882  0.03636 593 18 591 21 0.42 0
0918-6 0.09229  0.00316  0.74568  0.04356 569 19 566 25 0.58 -1
0918-7 0.09178  0.00274  0.73599  0.03038 566 16 560 18 0.72 -1
0918-8 0.09346  0.00274  0.75191  0.02902 576 16 569 17 0.38 -1
0918-9 0.09233  0.00284  0.74371  0.03296 569 17 565 19 0.68 -1
0918-10 0.09098  0.00298  0.73648  0.04036 561 18 560 24 0.55 0
0918-11 0.09068  0.00276  0.73667  0.03244 560 16 560 19 0.44 0
0918-15 0.09377  0.00282  0.75622  0.03176 578 17 572 18 0.23 -1
0918-16 0.09188  0.00288  0.75402  0.03522 567 17 571 20 0.36 1
0918-17 0.09391  0.00308 0.75579  0.04106 579 18 572 24 0.50 -1
0918-19 0.08827  0.00270  0.70712  0.03194 545 16 543 19 0.39 0
0918-20 0.09350  0.00282  0.76268  0.03292 576 17 576 19 0.25 0
0918-21 0.08893  0.00300 0.71633  0.03980 549 18 548 24 0.30 0
0918-22 0.09059  0.00296  0.73070  0.03938 559 17 557 23 0.57 0
0918-23 0.09300  0.00332  0.77052  0.04950 573 20 580 28 0.56 1
0918-24 0.09630  0.00298  0.79521  0.03696 593 17 594 21 0.38 0
0918-25 0.08894  0.00272  0.72144  0.03282 549 16 552 19 0.27 0
0918-26 0.09299  0.00302 0.76698  0.04046 573 18 578 23 0.68 1
0918-28 0.09282  0.00404 0.76084  0.07316 572 24 574 42 0.50 0
0918-29 0.09701  0.00342  0.80455 0.05162 597 20 599 29 0.56 0
0918-30 0.09538  0.00302  0.80418  0.03982 587 18 599 22 0.38 2
0918-31 0.09225  0.00290  0.74676  0.03678 569 17 566 21 0.38 0
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Rapid techniques for zircon separation and the application for U-Pb dating

Ippei KITANO, Yasuhito OSANAI Nobuhiko NAKANO, Tatsuro ADACHI, Aya YOSHIMOTO

Abstract

This report provides the rapid separation techniques of zircons and an example of U-Pb dating
of the zircons using LA-ICP-MS. Zircons have been commonly separated from a sample using heavy
liquid. However, previous reports have pointed out the inefficiency, harmful effect and high cost of the
heavy liquid method. In this report, we provide the rapid techniques for zircon separation without using
heavy liquid, and procedures just before zircon analysis, including separation, hand picking, mounting,
and observation under cathodoluminescence image. In the method introduced here, the zircons can be
separated only for 30 minutes per one sample just by panning with a beaker and watch glass. Therefore,

this method is more efficient, quicker, lower cost and safer compared with heavy liquid separation.

Keywords: The rapid techniques for zircon separation, zircon, laser ablation-inductively coupled plasma-

mass spectrometry (LA-ICP-MS), Uranium-lead age (U-Pb age)



