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ABSTRACTS

Machiko HIRAO
Tashiro Motonori and Takaki Kanehiro: two doctors from
Kyushu who introduced modern nursing in Meiji Japan

This study elucidates the close relationship between two doctors who
contributed greatly to the introduction of modern nursing in Meiji Japan.
Tashiro Motonori (1839 —1898) published the first nursing text, being a
translation from English, while Takaki Kanehiro (1849 —1920) founded the
first Japanese nursing school. However, little attention has been paid to their
friendship and cooperation throughout their careers.

Tashiro and Takaki had several features in common. Both were born on
the island of Kyushu: Tashiro in Buzen (present-day Nakatsu) and Takaki in
Satsuma (present-day Kagoshima). They received their medical education
from William Willis (1837 —1894), a British doctor who served as one of the
foreign government advisors to the Meiji government. Tashiro became a
teacher at the Tokugawa Shogunate Medical School, and later an army doctor
of the Meiji government. Takaki also worked as an navy doctor of the Meiji
government. Furthermore, they kept in touch to exchange medical knowledge
and techniques in order to disseminate Western medicine in Japan. For
example, Tashiro joined the Sei’i-kai, a medical association founded by Takaki,
as a member of the board of directors. The records of meetings of the Sei’i-
kai appeared in the Iji-shinbun, a medical newspaper published by Tashiro.
Takaki taught at the Igaku-in, a private medical school founded by Tashiro, and

performed dissections at Tashiro’s Anatomy Institution (Byotai-kaibg sha).

Since ancient times, the inhabitants of Kyushu have maintained an intensive
exchange with the nearby mainland, and even after the Tokugawa government
restricted its foreign relations, Kyvushu continued to play a prominent role in

Japan’s interactions with the outside world. This long tradition of cross-cultural



communication and enterprising spirit had its impact once again at the end of
the Edo period with the rapid modernization of Meiji Japan.

Akihide OSHIMA

On the “Secret book about medical treatment and dispensing
medicines” kept by the physician family Tabuchi

This study deals with a manuscript entitled the “Secret book about medical
treatment and dispensing medicines” (/ryo-uta haizai hihon) kept by the Tabuchi
family, who over many generations served as physicians in the feudal domain
of Nakatsu (Buzen Province). An analysis of the graphical properties showed
that the manuscript was written by Hisatsune Genteki, who was the teacher of
Tabuchi Genyo, the first physician of the Tabuchi family.

A closer look at the contents reveals that Hisatsune had used as a source
the “Short way to medical treatment and dispensing medicines” (Shakei iryo-
uta haizai) written by the Confucianist and physician Furubayashi Kento
and published posthumously in 1772. As a mere copy, the prefix “secret” in
Hisatsune's title would have made no sense; however, he obviously did not want
to share the considerable number of additions and changes he had made to
many parts of the text.

Previously, little was known about Hisatsune Genteki. An extensive
investigation of related source material showed that his medical concepts had
their roots in the school of Shibue Naoharu, alias Shoken. He had received
his basic medical education in Nakatsu from the local physician Miwa Toan,
a former disciple of Shibue. Hisatsune then continued his studies under the
Confucianist Harada Togaku in the neighboring domain of Hiji and finally went
to Emura Hokkai a renowned scholar of Chinese studies in Edo. Hisatsune's
third son, Harada Ransha, was involved in the publication of a book on
abdominal diagnosis (Fukushg kiran-yoku, 1810), a field of traditional studies that

was expanded significantly by Japanese medical scholars. Together, these



facts indicate that Hisatsune played a leading role in the circles of traditional
physicians in the domain of Nakatsu.

Yoichi YOSHIDA
The social world of the Murakami family as seen in an old
hanging scroll
This study deals with an old scroll kept by the Murakami family in the former
domain of Nakatsu (Buzen Province). It depicts 11 items such as letters, poems,
calligraphies, and a wood-block print, which were arranged neatly and glued
onto a large hanging scroll (192.7 X120 c¢m), forming a kind of memorabilia
table. Ten sheets are made of Japanese paper, while one sheet appears to be
made of silk.

The famous physician and philosopher Miura Baien (1723 —1789) features
prominently in three of the items. He was born in Kunisaki District in
neighboring Bungo Province, and had twice studied (in 1739 and 1743) at the
private school of the Confucianist FFujita Keisho (1698 — 1776) in Nakatsu.

Among the other individuals who could be identified, we find the outstanding

scholar Hoashi Banri (1778 —1852) from the domain of Hiji, in addition to the
Confucian scholar Kabashima Sekiryo (1754 —1827) and the military scholar
Kakehashi Takayasu (1768 —1819), both from the domain of Kurume. The
relation between Hoashi Banri and Murakami Gensui (1748 —1843), as well as
with the domain of Nakatsu, has yet to be clarified. Hoashi may have played a
much more significant role in the dissemination of Western science than prior
research suggested. The scroll also shows a calligraphy of Tanaka Nobuhira,
alias Denshin (1748 —1824) from local Nakatsu. Tanaka was a physician and
calligrapher who, after a sojourn in Nagasaki, gained a high reputation as the
author of the influential cookery book “Chinese table feast” (Shippoku shiki,
printed in 1784).
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