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Belief and Evolutionary Game Theory:

Steps to an Ecology of Belief II

Mitsuru HAMAMOTO

Being a continuation of my previous two papers (Hamamoto 2007a, 2008), this paper aims to
depict a theoretical outline of an approach which I may call an ecology of belief. It sees the discursive
space of a society as heterogeneous space of plural mutually competing beliefs. But this does not
mean it is chaotic nor disorderly. Ecology of belief tries to describe and explain the orderly features of
the discrusive space of a society through analyzing the dynamics of competing beliefs and its
configuration within a society. As I argued in my previous paper, pragmatism of William James, with
its explicit emphasis on what a certain belief leads to rather than where it comes from (James 1956
[1897] :17) , offers a good starting point. Competing beliefs are analyzed in their practical outcomes,
Le., what differences they make in consequent strategies or programs of acting, each accruing
differential utilities and, in James' term, differntial “valid-ations”.

As a model of dynamics of competing strategies, of how a particular strategy spreads or how
competing strategies coexist in certain proportions among an animal population, evolutionary game
theory in ethology has been highly successful and insightful. But, in spite of many attempts, it is
rather problematic to apply the evolutionary model directly to human social phenomena. In this paper
I point out some reasons why it is not directly applicable to cultural phenomena, and suggest some
neccessary modification of the theory, which takes beliefs into account and incorporate Jamesian

pragmatic point of view.
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