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Table 1 Heartwood properties of three sugi cultivars.
DBH Lightness m(?)gs?ﬁxnre Ash Hot water Potassium
Cultivar g content contents extractive contents
{cm) L* (%) (%) (%) (ppm)
Yabukuguri Mean 174 67.8 84.9 0.59 47 1317
Standard
Teriatios 3.1 40 30.3 0.14 0.29 612
Coefficient of
variation (%) 180 5.8 357 239 6.2 46.4
Urasebaru  Mean 19.7 68.2 123.1 0.59 5.9 1685
Standard
Jesiation 35 2.0 24.3 0.07 0.30 450
Coefficient of
veriation (%) 180 2.9 197 126 5.2 26.7
Nakamura  Mean 16.1 57.6 174.7 0.83 75 2491
S d
Standard 14 46 24.4 0.11 1.49 498
Coefficient of
et 9.0 8.0 140 132 19.7 20.0
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Fig. 1 Relationships between potassium contents and lightnesses
in the heartwood of all trees examined,
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Fig. 2 Relationships between ash contents and potassium contents
in the heartwood of all trees examined.
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Table 2 Correlation coefficients between the properties of the hearwood
in the all trees examined.

: Green moisture Hot water Potassium

Lightness content Ash contents extractive contents
Lightness 1.00 —0.83** —0.89** —0.77%* —0.80**
Green moisture ok ok -
contents 1.00 0.79 0.80 0.81
Ash contents 1.00 0.62** 0.92**
Hot water sk
extractives 1.00 0.60
Potassium
contents 1.00

** . Significant at 1% level, *: Significant at 5% level.

ROSEEIEY 2 13RS % o7 (Table 3, 4, 5), Lo»L, 3HBHEBLT, BHEL
EMEREREOM, BLIUHELKSRLE OB 1 %% LIk 5 %/KEETHE L HHRERE
BFED S, EMEKENE L ROBENS SHERIFEECHEESR L, £, W5
EESKE WHERIE EROEDS {, BHENMET T 2EASEEs N, 2O hs,
DR ORS R, IERERCERT 3SR M4DH 2 IIBREEROBEE2Z T2 2 b
»b,

AT, Table 1 &£ Table 3, 4, SDHEREEZELY I L, LMD AENS KRS
B GV YLAR) 3, SECIDELRD, M2 CERERERCEET 2 ERICEFESNSZ
ERHLELTH B, Thbbh, WHOT V)M, BENERE, BARCEZDD
SR VHBEERINERIE R > Tw3 2 L RN TH B, Lrl, BEERS7LHI VE
D PERBERIC 22 2 HEMIE, BB L > TRLZ3THAS, D%, WEMTIKSH
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Table 3 Correlation coefficients between the hearwood properties of
the cultivar Yabukuguri.

DBH Lightness Grei%:@gﬁmre Ash contents Sﬁ&.ﬁ?}fg
DBH 1.00 =0.77** 0.86™* 0.83** 0.81**
Lightness 1.00 -0.81** —0.83** —~0.60**
g}gﬁfgngoisture 1.00 0.8g%* 0.77%%
Ash contents 1.00 0.79*~
Hot water 1.00

extractives

** . Significant at 1% level. *: Significant at 5% level.
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Table 4 Correlation coefficients between the hearwood properties of
the cultivar Urasebaru.

s Green moisture Hot water

DBH Lightness content Ash contents extractive
DBH 1.00 -0.38 0.16 0.65** 0.00
Lightness 1.00 ~0.51** —0.49™* -0.30
Green moisture
contents 1.00 0.24 0.42
Ash contents 1.00 0.03
Hot water
extractives 1.00

** . Significant at 1% level. *: Significant at 5% level.

£5  FAATRBYSELHEREOBEEGRY
Table 5 Correlation coefficients between the hearwood properties of
the cultivar Nakamura.

DBH Lightness Greeg:):g;iiture Ash contents ?xottr:(’%t\?g
DBH 1.00 —~0.41 0.29 0.41 0.05
Lightness 1.00 -0, 75%* —0.53** —0.62%*
Green moisture 1.00 0.58** 0.55**
Ash contents 1.00 0.02**
Hot water 1.00

extractives

** ! Significant at 1% level. *: Significant at 5% level.
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Summary

Three cultivars of sugi (Cryptmeria japonica), including 20 trees of cv.Yabukuguri, 20 trees of
cv.Urasebaru and 22 trees of cv.Nakamura, were examined. Diameter at breast height and lightness,
green moisture content, ash content, hot water extractives and potassium content in the heartwood
were determined. Correlations between these factors were then discussed.

1) Some cv.Yabukuguri heartwoods and all cv.Nakamura heartwoods was black-colored and
weakly alkaline (pH : 7.3~8.0). It is thought that black-heartwood contains so much ash (especially
potassium) that it is weakly alkaline.

2) Lightness values of heartwood were constantly high with low potassium content. However
the values decreased as potassium content increased. They were then constantly low with high
potassium content.

3) There was a significant correlation between ash content and potassium content in heart-
wood.

4) Ash content in the heartwood varied among cultivars. Furthermore, it was significantly
correlated to diameter at breast height within a cultivar grown in the same stand. Namely, the
amount of inorganic matters absorbed in heartwood was affected by hereditary factors and
locational conditions or environmental factors related to diameter growth. However it is thought
that the degree of impact of environmental factors on alkaliztion of heartwood varied among
cultivars.

Key words : sugi heartwood; black-heartwood; alkalization; ash content; potassium.





